Dear ABMers:
Here is the first of the monthly reports I hope to submit to you during 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month, reviews my activities as your President and highlights some substantive and procedural issues for consideration at our next meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, February 28th.

ABN’s Accomplishments: During January, we devoted our regular meeting to a presenta-tion by Nicole Oliver on Small and Simple Grants and a discussion of the Forum ’06 Taskforce with its initiators, Tris Shirley, Joan Beardsley and Ted Mischiakov.  At our special meeting on January 25th, we passed a resolution declaring our support for the planning effort proposed by Mayor Asmundson and our desire to be centrally involved in implementing the neighborhood plan update portion of that effort.  This resolution has been submitted to the Mayor and the City Council and will be a part of its discussion at its meeting on Monday, February 6th.  I urge you to encourage the members of your Neighborhood Associations to attend that meeting and support our resolution. 
Forum ’06: The ad hoc taskforce finished its work last week and submitted its recom-mendation to the City Council for consideration at its February 6th meeting.   Our resolu-tion of January 25th declares our desire to be represented on any permanent Taskforce or Steering committee recommended by City Council and appointed by the Mayor.
Neighborhood Visits:  During January I attended the meetings of the Cornwall Park and Happy Valley Neighborhood Associations and met individually with the leadership of the CBD, York, Silver Beech, and Lettered Streets neighborhoods.  Here is my tentative schedule for February.  Please, confirm your acceptance and verify the time and place.   

Fairhaven: 1st Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Fairhaven Park Pavilion

Edgemoor: 1st Thursday, 7:00 PM, Fairhaven Park Pavilion

Columbia: 1st Monday, 7:00 PM, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Alabama Hill, 1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM, Barkley Haggen’s

Lettered Streets: 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM, Break Expresso

Roosevelt: 3rd Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Boy’s and Girl’s Club


Puget: 3rd Monday, 7:00 PM, Merrill Lynch
Sunnyland: 4th Tuesday, 6:30 PM, Sunnyland Middle School


Birchwood: 4th Thursday, 7:00 PM, Faith Lutheran Church
Community Meetings: During January I attended the following meetings as President of the ABN: two City Council meetings, one Planning Commission meeting, four meetings of the Forum ’06 Taskforce, two sessions of the group working on forming an umbrella organization for Whatcom County (Rick Dubrow, et. al.), a follow-up discussion on the Jim Diers lunch (Geof Morgan), a presentation on plans for New Whatcom by the Bellingham Bay Foundation and the monthly meeting of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission.  I also had lunch with Malcolm Fleming.  As an individual, I invited three members of the City Council and one Port Commissioner, plus the Chair and Director of the Waterfront Futures Group, to a discussion of implementing the WFG recommend-ations for the areas north and south of New Whatcom and had lunch with two members of the Waterfront Advisory Group.  I also attended the WAG’s public presentation at the Bellingham Cruise Terminal and the Eben Fodor lecture. 
City Council and City Planning Commission Meetings: Because the Forum ’06 discus-sion dominated our January meeting, we were unable to consider my proposal that our member associations each take the responsibility of sending a delegate or an alternate to represent the ABN at all City Council meetings and City Planning Commission meetings. Alabama Hill and York agreed to start this process in January.  This item will be on the agenda for February 28th.  In the meantime, if Birchwood and Whatcom Falls would be willing to send representatives to the Council and Commission meetings during February,

on the behalf of the ABN we can keep the momentum going.   

Mission Statement: Please, make a point of reviewing the attached list of ideas for an ABN Mission Statement, i.e., platform, at you February meetings so that we can make a decision on some version of it on February 28th.  It will be an expansion on the fourth objective in the ABN Bylaws, which is “Providing neighborhood advocacy to the City and County Councils.” 
Alternate Reps: I am still recommending that each member association appoint an alter-nate representative to attend ABN meetings when the primary representative is not available.  This will be another agenda item for our February 28th meeting.

Web Site: Iain is in the process of finalizing our contact list and expanding our web site.  Please, e-mail him any updated contact information and/or any ideas for the web site.     
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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