ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

MEETING MINUTES

June 20, 2005

The meeting was called to order at 7:05, by Iain Davidson, Presiding Chair.  Because the representative from York was not present to take the minutes, Ann McCartney agreed to do so.

Members present:  Thomas Demma (Birchwood); Thom Prichard (Fairhaven); John Hymas (Happy Valley); Marilyn Williams (Lettered Streets); Ann McCartney (Puget); David Dopps (Roosevelt); Matt Rose (Sehome); Myron Wlaznak (Silver Beach); Paul Olmstead (South); Donna Auer (South Hill); Iain Davidson (Whatcom Falls).

Not yet members:  Julie Guy (Guide Meridian)

Others present:  Richard Maneval (ABN President); Randy Carroll (Bellingham Chief of Police); John Stephens (Edgemoor NA member)

After introductions, the approval of the previous minutes was deferred until the next meeting.

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS AND UPDATES

1.  Roosevelt reported the Resource Center is continuing through the permit process.  WWU planning class did a detailed report on Roosevelt Neighborhood.

2. Lettered Streets:  the first newsletter in over a year has been produced.  

3.  Guide Meridian:  an organizational meeting is being held June 20 at Birchwood Presbyterian Church.

4.  Sehome:  The Board has just been elected and held its organizational meeting with the Litter Control Officer as speaker.

5.  Puget is looking for ideas on how to increase membership.

6.  Silverbeach:  Myron reported that the Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Committee is reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and meetings are much improved with good discussion.

7.  South is concerned with Chuckanut Ridge Development and has requested an Environmental Impact Statement.

8.  Mt Baker is in contact with King Mountain neighborhood groups and is continuing to work on forming an association. 

RESPONSIBILITIES FOR NEXT MEETING

Chair:  York 

Secretary:  Alabama Hill 

CHIEF RANDY CARROLL

The chief of Bellingham Police Department, Randy Carroll spoke on what is happening with funding and services in the Police Department and the role that Neighborhoods can play.  The consequences of the decrease in funding as a result of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax initiative is being strongly felt.  There is an increasing difference between the resources of the police department and the expectations of the citizens and neighborhoods.  Yes, the service level is down and the police department needs Block Watches and Neighborhood Associations to continue to help give the police information.  Call 911 to report crimes, etc. and be willing to wait for response for non-emergencies.  Have specific information, such as color car, license, description of drive; call back; have more than one neighbor call.  Chief Carroll encouraged ABN members to sign up for the Citizens Academy and to encourage our neighbors to sign up.

ABN BUSINESS

The members inserted essential business into the meeting and after completion returned to Chief Carroll for discussion.

Resolution on parks, open spaces and trails in Guide Meridian Neighborhood

Julie Guy presented a draft of a resolution to be sent to appropriate parties.  After discussion, it was MOVED to accept the resolution as discussed with the wording changes to be made by Ann McCartney and Julianne Guy.  The motion passed with the following vote:


Birchwood Neighborhood Association
Aye


Fairhaven Neighbors



Aye


Happy Valley Neighborhood Association
Aye


Lettered Streets Neighborhood Association
Aye


Puget Neighborhood Association

Aye


Roosevelt Neighborhood Association

Aye


Sehome Neighborhood Association

Aye


South Neighborhood Association

Aye


South Hill Neighborhood Association
Aye


Whatcom Falls Neighborhood Association
Aye

There were no votes in the negative.

The resolution as modified by discussion:

Whereas, The parks, open spaces and trails in the north end of Bellingham have not been set aside or developed in accordance with the stipulations in the 1995 Comprehensive Master Plan (reference Neighborhood Park Needs, p. 30 and Physical Goals and Objectives, Goal 2, Objective 1, p. 45); therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods urges the development of parks, open spaces and trails in the north end; and

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the Mayor, the Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Committee, City Council members and appropriate city offices. 

President and Secretary/Treasurer Report

Richard Maneval, President,  announced the following dates:

Planning Commissions continues Thursday meetings

City Counncil will begin reviewing the Comprehensive Plan on Monday afternoon, July 11th
UGA Committee will meet again on Friday, July1st at 9 am.

Old Town Neighborhood meeting, Wednesday, June 29th and Wednesday, July 20th at 6 PM at Broadway Hall, 1301 Holly Street.

Ann McCartney, Secretary/Treasurer, reported that ten associations (Columbia, Cornwall Park, Edgemoor, Lettered Streets, Roosevelt, Silverbeach, South, South Hill, Sunnyland, Whatcom Falls, York) have not paid their 2005 assessments.  She raised the question about what the association wants to do about deciding whether Associations who have not paid are members or not.  The financial status of the ABN as of June 20th:


Balance in account as of May 16, 2005
$225.30



Deposits



      0.00



Payment to MarkeTrends

    44.85


Balance in account as of  June 20, 2005
$180.45





Amount outstanding from member associations   $420.00

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.

K. Ann McCartney

Secretary

Attached:  Resolution as prepared for distribution.

[image: image1.wmf]
ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

Alabama Hill ( Birchwood ( Columbia ( Cornwall Park ( Edgemoor ( Fairhaven ( Happy Valley ( Lettered Streets ( Puget ( Roosevelt ( Samish ( Sehome ( Silverbeach ( South ( South Hill ( Sunnyland ( Whatcom Falls ( York

June 21, 2005

The following resolution was adopted by the members of the Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods at the June 20, 2005 meeting.

Richard J. Maneval, President

Whereas, The parks, open spaces and trails in the north end of Bellingham have not been set aside or developed in accordance with the stipulations in the 1995 Comprehensive Master Plan (reference Neighborhood Park Needs, p. 30 and Physical Goals and Objectives, Goal 2, Objective 1, p. 45); therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods urges the development of parks, open spaces and trails in the north end; and

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the Mayor, the Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Committee, City Council members and appropriate city offices. 

Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

2405 Superior Street

Bellingham, WA 98229

