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Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

Moles Family Services and

Funeral Home


August 22nd, 2006


-- DRAFT - Minutes  - UNAPPROVED --



Call to Order and Roll Call: 7:01 PM (Voters/Quorum?  
YES
 )


[image: image2]y  = Present

X = Not Present
Silver Beach  

Lee Barron

South

Paul Olmstead

South Hill

Donna Auer

Sunnyland

Theresa Tripp

Whatcom Falls 

Iain Davidson

York

Anne Mackie

Guests
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Introduction of Guests: (7:05  pm)

(See list above)

Approval of agenda (7:08)


Revisions of  agenda

· Move guest speakers up to beginning after part III.

· New Business ? (Suggested at anytime, also specific slot for next meeting)

· Sec/Treasurer report more time. (borrowed from Richards timeslot)

Kathryn Hanowell, Neighborhood Services Coordinator (7:14)

Passed out Memo “Request for Recommendation on Public Involvement Needs Assessment Interview Participant”.

· Send proposed names to Mayor's office: Malcolm / Torhil.

· Send in a few names, survey group will be of size 20.

· Memo-announcement is also located on COB.org website.

· She can be contacted for further information.

Tim Stewart, COB Planning and Development (7:24)

· Bellingham is a bunch of unique places .. very rich in diversity and character.

· Challenge with implementation of Comprehensive Plan.

· Building via capital investments, infrastructure  or  development regulations

· 350 separate “zoning districts”, creates zoning implementation and interpretation nightmare.

· Development and land use codes need to be brought up to modern standards, be clear and consistent regulations.

· Keep history of unique places, avoid 'homogeneous' blanket zoning codes application.

· Push to put information on line, drilling down various layers of regulatory codes.

· A lot of conflicts are judgment calls, which should be settled by the neighborhoods themselves.

· Empower the community to guide the character of their own neighborhood.

· Planning Academy (values of 14 goals of GMA ? reading the copy of book “Getting to Yes”)

· Each session 2 ½ hr, 1 hour (?presenting homework), ½ hour, 1 hour 
(tech expertise/feedback, values exercise?)

· Educate the community on planning process, regulations, resources, and tools available.

· First step in empowering neighborhoods in doing plan updates.

· Taped and re-broadcasted on BTV10.  (Also available on CD)

· Looking other ways for non-participation roles .. i.e. observers.

· Help to identify and help lower obstacles slowing discouraging participation,
 including financial fees and process.

· Waterfront development proceeding ahead

· LIFT : State vs local funds, financing model bond debt based on future taxes. Only for “Public Improvements”.

· UGA : “Past agreement with county to accept 31,600 people”, work with county to expand UGA boundary.

· Still have significant growth capacity in the city, because currently no height limitations.

· City Council adopted a policy of a “mixture of housing types for the city neighborhoods”.

· Already there are 8000 platted 5-acres lots ... unused.

· Development: Encourage downtown, use city edge areas, then look at in-fill when it doesn't change character of neighborhood.

· Neighborhood support by the city.  Seed money is very important for community participation.

Approval of the Minutes from the July 27th Meeting:  (1 Minute)

 (moved to next meeting) 

V. 
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report:  (10 Minutes) 

· All ABN Meetings minutes now available on line.

· Outstanding 'Contact information form' (or website contact information needs review/update):
Birchwood ? Lettered Streets? Silverbeach ?

· COB/City Council/"So you are aware" notifications, centralized mailing list ?  (1 or 2 a day)

· Work with Torhil (on updating their notification list)

· There are several neighborhoods who have shown interest in being officially recognized, and have attended two or more ABN meetings in the past.

· I propose a motion to officially recognize several neighborhoods when they present approved Bylaws

· ADD : Central Business District/Downtown, Meridian, MT Baker, 

· REMOVE : Sunnyland, Sehome Hill

· OUT ? : Cornwall Park, Samish Hill

· Future consideration: WWU(Kevin), King Mt. Geneva

· Think about for future, Another "Small and Simple Grant" proposal 

· for conducting a Neighborhood Association board members training

· Neighborhood publication for 'Welcome to our Neighborhood' (awareness) flier
(similar to Downtown Bellingham Downtown/Renaissance Network flier)

· (NIP-Small/Simple – Marylin, York)

· Funding for new neighborhoods, struggling a bit to get started

· Treasurer report

· Current statement sent out

· Outstanding neighborhood dues reminder too.

Neighborhood Round table:  (8:30)

· Guide Meridian – Paul S,  (suggestion of using hands for controlling conversions)

· South Hill – Potluck 6 pm, Sept 6th, Upper shelter, 10th street, park angled parking stopped. (13 parking)

· Lettered Street – Neighborhood developer definition . . . . contradiction

· Fairhaven – new president Vinca

· York – Two issues: rezone meeting 50-60 people, historic character of neighborhood,
 granting 'non-conforming use certificate'  (tear down to create apartment building)

· Roosevelt – National Night out  150 people showed up, As a whole, opposed to I-933 .

Focus on Local Criminal Justice Issues (8:42)

· Report on jail, 9 years out, still trying to buy the land.

· Looking at blockwatch program.

· 
$9,000 donated to for operating budget, looking for $50,000

Progress report from the NPUP Committee (8:47)

· Three ring binders of information compiled so far.

· Meeting with COB planning office.

· Went well, good feedback over our Flowchart.

MOTION: (Glenn) To request that the NPUP Committee :


1) Complete draft of neighborhood plan kit by next meeting of ABN for approval.


2) Complete draft of neighborhood plan template by next meeting of ABN for approval. 


3) Complete and present for approval by ABN the Neighborhood plan update flowchart by our November meeting.

Appointment of Committee to Amend Bylaws to include WWU.


(Postponed to next meeting)

Announcement on Creation of a Department of Neighborhoods:  Kathryn Hanowell (10 Minutes)

Suggestion of Agenda Items for Our Next Meeting:  (9:05 minutes)

· Guest speakers (30 min presentation, 15 discussion q/a)

· Christine Burkhart – enforcement officer (15/15)

· 
Seth Fleetwood – inclusionary housing (Oct?)

· 
Larry Horowitz – Comp Plan processes  (Oct?)

· 
More time for neighborhood Round table (30 minutes)

· NPUP meeting time/date move.

· Currently conflict with Planning Academy Tuesday nights.  Oct/Nov

· Propose alternative meeting structure:

· Consent agenda -> out in email ahead of time.

· reports - treasurers, secretary, webmaster  

MOTION (Ann Mackie, Donna): Meetings include consent agendas, Treasurers, report etc.

PASSED: unanimously

Adjournment: (9:15)
     Next meeting Tuesday, September 26th, 2006 

Iain Davidson, ABN Secretary 2006

Attachments: (None)








TODO NOTES 

Webmaster TODO

ABN – update contact info with postal address. (COB request)

Sec/Treas TODO

ABN – email out financials, dues outstanding

Sec TODO

ABN – Send out 7 day pre-reminders of on line materials to be reviewed before meeting.

ABN – Send out proposed projects and assistance requests.
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Birchwood�
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Columbia�
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Kaye Fawlker	Mt. Baker


Sue Duggal	Meridian�
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Weight, Bill and Jean	Geneva
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