ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

October 17, 2005

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Richard Maneval at 7:10 at Jones-Moles.

Members present were:  Thomas Demma (Birchwood); Larry Horowitz (Edgemoor); Ralph Thacker (Fairhaven Neighbors); Bob Sanders (Guide Meridian/Cordata); John Hymas (Happy Valley); Marilyn Williams (Lettered Streets); Ann McCartney (Puget; ABN Secretary/Treasurer); Richard Maneval (Roosevelt; ABN President); Myron Wlaznak (Silverbeach); Paul Olmstead (South); Donna Auer (South Hill); Tom Scott (York). 

Also present (according to sign-in sheet):  David Auer, Bellingham Planning Commission; Chelsey LaRowe, WWU student; Kyle Johnson, homeless; Cory Bartel, WWU student; Grant Winters, WWU student; Katy Sebens, WWU student; Anne Erickson, Birchwood; Julie Guy, Guide Meridian/Cordata; Beverly Jacobs, Guide Meridian/Cordata; Kenny Davis, WWU student; Matt Paxton, Sehome/WWU student; Tyson Farley, WWU student; Lauren Steed, WWU student/Sehome; Jennifer Richardson, student.

After introductions, the agenda was adopted and notes from the August quorum-less meeting were distributed.  Minutes from September 19 will be brought for approval at the November meeting

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS

Birchwood: Report of planning projects

Edgemoor:  Annual meeting elected a new president, Brian Thane and a new mayor’s Advisory member, Brad Rose.

South:  Interurban trail being improved for handicapped access and crossing across road.

Lettered Streets:  Improvement to Old Village Trail; neighborhood improvement project.

Puget:  General meeting Sept 20 with Theresa Holm, COB budget director

Happy Valley: Will have a general meeting on the October 29th.  Streets are being paved.   They are working on a street tree project and a trail project.

South Hill.  Donna Auer was elected president.  Assn. is working to block a cell tower.  Made a report before city council because an amendment to South Hill Neighborhood Plan was being proposed without proper notification to neighborhood.

Fairhaven Neighbors:  Assn. is pursuing its appeal to the Padden Creek project.  Will have a fundraiser on Saturday night.  The Assn has reviewed the 1995 report of 1995 report identifying 28 critical areas scattered throughout the city.  Recommends that a map be created that identifies the 28 critical areas and included in Critical Areas Ordinance.

MOTION:  Ralph Thacker moved  that the ABN asks that a map of the neighborhoods showing the 28 critical areas identified in Wildlife and Habitat Assessment of December 1995  be included in the Critical Areas Ordinance and that the areas be listed in the document along with all other critical areas.  MOTION PASSED.

	Birchwood                  Yes
	Happy Valley          Yes
	Silverbeach             Yes

	Edgemoor                   Yes
	Lettered Streets       Yes
	South                       Yes

	Fairhaven                    Yes
	Puget                       Yes
	South Hill                Yes

	Guide M/Cordata        Yes
	Roosevelt                Yes
	York                        Yes


Guide Meridian/Cordata.  Increasing numbers are coming to the association meetings.  Right now the concentration is on trails and parks.  Speakers are searching them out.  Published a newsletter. Have received $5000 grant from the National Park Service for a facilitator to help plan where the parks and trails will be located.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

Richard Maneval presented letters from Edgemoor and Robert P Gibb and announced a variety of meetings and opportunities for ABN representatives and neighborhoods.

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT.


The bank balance as of September 19, 2005

$276.17



Dividend Credit



$      .85



Payments:  MarkeTrends


$   44.85



Richard Maneval



$   67.01



Roosevelt Neighbor Association

$   44.82


Balance in account as of October 17, 2005

$120.34


Amount outstanding from member assn.

$210.00

The following neighborhoods have not paid their 2005 assessment:  Columbia, Cornwall Park, Silverbeach, York, Sunnyland, Whatcom Falls.

Discussion of Website:  The Assn owes Tom Sparks $75.00 for the 2005 year for maintenance.  ABN members like the new configuration which feels more user friendly.  Richard Maneval reporte that he will not longer be updating the website; each association is responsible for contacting Tom Sparks for updates.

ABN OFFICER ELECTIONS

The procedures for the November meeting election of officers were reviewed.  Ralph Thacker expressed an interest in running for President.

Notice was given for the substitution of the following  for Article IV. Officers in the bylaws:

Article IV. Officers

Section 1.  Number of officers:  There shall be a president and a secretary/treasurer elected annually.

Section 2.  Duties of Officers.

2.1 President.  The president shall coordinate the activities of the ABN, and shall be the ABN official representative to city, county, state and other organization.  Only the President or a person designated by the President may make any statements that represent the views or opinions of the ABN.  The President shall preside over ABN meetings.

2.2 Secretary/Treasurer.  The Secretary/treasurer shall take minutes at the meetings and shall maintain the membership list, receive all official correspondence, and maintain the ABN records; shall perform the duties of the President if the President is unable to do so; shall act as Parliamentarian at all ABN meetings, and keep an account of any and all monies collected and disbursed by the ABN.

Section 3 Terms.  The term of office shall be from January 1 to December 31 of the following year or until their successors are elected.

MOTION:  Tom Demma moved to delete from the agenda the discussion of division of splitting the secretary/treasurer position into two positions.  MOTION PASSED
OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT PLANNING

1.  Have Community Trade and Economic Development do a workshop.  Would have to have the City Council request it.  And have planning staff attend.

MOTION:  that ABN through Silverbeach Neighborhood Association ask the City Council to invite CTED, at their earliest available date in 2006, to present a Short Course on Planning including the neighborhood associations and the City and County Planning and other staff.    Roll call vote all voted affirmative.

	Birchwood                  Yes
	Happy Valley          Yes
	Silverbeach             Yes

	Edgemoor                   Yes
	Lettered Streets       Yes
	South                       Yes

	Fairhaven                    Yes
	Puget                       Yes
	South Hill                Yes

	Guide M/Cordata        Yes
	Roosevelt                Yes
	York                        Yes


2.  The ABN wants clarity on the proposed lunch hour presentation by Jim Diers and is interested in participating.  Is there a cost?  Can we have more time with him?  Richard Maneval will get answers.

3.  Discussion of the ABN heading the process of revising the neighborhood plans with a grant providing administrative support and presenting to City Council and then have Planning Department review instead of having planning department write them.

PLANNING DIRECTOR SEARCH

After discussion of the present situation and the search process, Donna Auer agreed to come up with a bare bones draft of a job description for ABN discussion at the November meeting.

GROWTH ISSUES

There was discussion of the proposed letter and other alternatives included whether to drop it and go on from here, or send a general letter with individual association letters attached or sent separately.   The question was raised about how the ABN speaks together.  A poll of Neighborhood Associations regarding the proposed letter showed the following responses: 

Alabama no

Birchwood no

Columbia no

Cornwall no

Edgemoor yes

Fairhaven yes with modifications

Happy Valley-yes

Lettered Street yes with modifications

Puget no

Roosevelt no

Samish no

Sehome no

Silverbeach. No

South yes

South yes with modifications

Sunnyland  ?

York yes

Guide Meridian/Cordata   no

10 no

3 yes as is

3 yes with modification

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm

K. Ann McCartney, Secretary

Adopted as amended, November 21, 2005

Amendments:  change 29 critical areas to 28 critical areas 

