ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

Meeting Minutes

July 18, 2005

President Richard Maneval called the meeting to order at 7:05.  Ann McCartney served as recording secretary.  People present introduced themselves and Tom Pritchard introduced Lori Wilkinson who will be the ABN Representative. There was not a quorum present so the meeting time was spent presenting neighborhood updates and discussing various issues.  No action was taken

Members Present:  Lori Wilkinson (Fairhaven Neighbors); Marilyn Williams (Lettered Streets); Ann McCartney (Puget); David Dopps (Roosevelt); Paul Olmstead (South), Ian Davidson (Whatcom Falls); Tom Scott (York).

Others Present:  Richard Maneval (ABN President); Thom Pritchard (Fairhaven Neighbors President).

NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES

Roosevelt:  Association is meeting Wed the 20th.  Working on a community-wide event for National Night Out.  Resource center is still getting permits; the city is requiring a commercial water meter (fee for commercial meter is $3000) and paving the alley for parking.  The Association held a work party to work on the yard and sort donations.  They are beginning planning for The Back to School festival.  

Fairhaven.  Has been very active.  Has petitioned the State Shoreline Hearing Board to reconsider a variance granted by the City of Bellingham to allow builders of Fairhaven Harbor to encroach on the 100 foot buffer zone at Padden Creek.    This will, in effect, destroy the salmon run. Fairhaven Neighbors hope to force the city to adopted the critical areas ordinance.

Lettered Streets.  On National Night Out,August 2, the association will hold an ice cream social for whole neighborhood in the Washington Square.  Police are cooperating with the controlling the traffic on F Street. Marilyn reports that association is getting some  volunteers for Assn. Board, for F street, for updating the neighborhood plan.  Things going well.  Neighborhood meeting will be held July 20th.

York:  Great garbage pickup with dumpster.  Alley cleanups.  (Guard, check for ID. No yard waste; 40 yards in size)  Will have a general social throughout the neighborhood for National Night Out.

South:  Picnic, July 21 at Fairhaven Park.  Working on Chuckanut Ridge

Puget: The association is encouraging small areas within the neighborhood to hold National Night Out Parties.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1.  The present method of rotating chair and secretary is not working.  After discussion, the group present wanted to present the following ideas to the next PNA meeting:


Have the elected secretary take the minutes instead of rotating.


Change the chair to one of the following:



President is the presiding officer at the meeting



Have a facilitator/vice president/chair



Have a modified rotation with a pool of those who are willing to chair.

Ann McCartney volunteered to bring drafts of bylaw amendments to put the various suggestions into effect.

2. Agreements between neighborhoods and ABN.  There was a discussion of why the assessment if it is only for the website which many of the associations are not using.  Is the present forum site useful?  What are we paying for?  We need information on which neighborhood associations are using the website.

ROLE OF ABN IN UPDATING NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS

There was a discussion of whether the ABN should take the lead in working with the Neighborhood Associations in revising their neighborhood plans.  This way the ABN can make a unique contribution that would be similar to the Mayor’s Advisory reviewing the Comprehensive Plan. 

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT

There is no change in the bank balance of $180.45.  Ten Associations have still not paid their ABN assessment.  After consultation with the Roosevelt Association Treasurer, the following figures were reported:


Total amount paid on behalf of ABN by Roosevelt NA:
$159.82       


Total paid to Roosevelt NA by ABN:



$  85.00


Amount owed by ABN to Roosevelt NA:


$  74.82

The following motion will be presented at the next ABN meeting for action: that the Roosevelt Neighborhood be credited with paying the 2005 assessment and that the remainder $44.82 be paid to the Roosevelt by the ABN Treasurer.

GROWTH ISSUES

Richard Maneval reported that the Planning Commission is still meeting on Thursday and still updating the Comprehensive Plan.  Updates are available on www.cob.org/planning.

The Old Town Neighborhood Meeting will be Wednesday, Julyl 27th, 6 pm at Boardway Hall, 1301 Holly Street.

Publications available in the Bellingham Library:  “Residential Land Use Plan (1960),” “ The Comprehensive Plan for Bellingham (1967,” and “The Bellingham Plan – comprehensive plan elements (1979)”

NEXT ABN MEETING

The consensus of the group was that one of the values of the ABN is the sharing of what the various neighborhoods were doing.  This should be a significant part of the agenda.  There was a sense that having speakers was not as useful and the group requested that Shirley Forslof not be invited to the next meeting.  The group agreed that the conversations about roles and responsibilities should be continued.

The meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm

K. Ann McCartney, Secretary

