THE ABN PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2006
Dear ABNers:
Here is my report for June 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month, reviews my activities as your President and announces the major agenda items for our July meeting which will be held on Tuesday, the 25th.  
ABN’s Accomplishments: Attendance at June meeting was down from prior months due to conflicting events and, perhaps, the arrival of summer.  City Council President, Gene Knutson, was a visitor and Kevin McClain, Vice President of Campus & Community Affairs for WWU’s Associated Students attended to initiate WWU representation at ABN.  Our NPUP Committee presented two deliverables for submission to the City, a recommendation for a consolidated glossary for the Bellingham Municipal Code and a revised flowchart of the Neighborhood Plan Amendment Process.  These were both unanimously approved.      
Neighborhood Visits:  During June I attended the Fairhaven Neighbors’ board meeting and the general membership meetings of the Whatcom Falls NA (impressive attendance and enthusiasm) and the Lettered Streets NA (Tim Stewart was a speaker).  I also attended a meeting of the formative Mt. Baker NA, at which a preliminary Executive Committee was formed.  I also attended four of the five sessions held by the Hearings Examiner to hear the appeals of the City’s design review decision on the proposed Fairhaven Harbor project, which would include a ten-story section.  No matter which way the Hearings Examiner decides, the issue may be taken to Superior Court.  During the remainder of the year I will focus on assisting the Meridian, Mt. Baker and WWU neigh-borhoods to organize and join ABN and will visit as many NA meetings as I can.        
Community Meetings: During June I attended a meeting of the Community Boating Center, a meeting of the Whatcom County Law and Justice Council (great job, Richard!), a presentation on transportation by Australian expert, Jeff Kenworthy, sponsored by the WTA, and a two-day workshop on creating public places sponsored by the COB.  I also had a lunchtime discussion on New Whatcom with Malcolm Fleming, Jim Jorgensen, Ken Raithel and Rabel Burdge, WWU Professor Emeritus, two discussions on Fairhaven waterfront planning, a lunchtime discussion on Barkley Village development plans with Stowe Talbot and one on neighborhood issues with Kathryn Hanowell.  She told me in confi-dence that the Mayor would be proposing the establishment of an Office of Neighbor-hoods to the City Council in July.  However, the Mayor announced this as a fait accompli at the closing session of the workshop on creating public spaces.  

July Meeting: Kathryn Hanowell will come to discuss the Office of Neighborhoods, anti-cipating that the City Council will have approved it on July 24th.  Tim Stewart will be back to continue discussing neighborhood planing.  Ian Davidson will brief us on his trip to check out neighborhood programs in other cities.  I hope to see you all on July 25th.        
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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