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	Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

Moles Family Services and

Funeral Home

February 28th, 2006

-- DRAFT - Minutes  - UNAPPROVED --




I. Call to Order and Roll Call  by Ralph Thacker, President (at    7
 :   00   pm at Jones-Moles)

(Voters/Quorum?  
YES
 )

	Alabama Hill
	Richard Maneval

	Birchwood
	X

	Columbia
	Rich Klemmer

	Cornwall Park
	X

	Edgemoor
	Larry Horowitz

	Fairhaven
	Glenn Denkler

	Guide Meridian/Cordata
	Paul Sorensen

	Happy Valley
	John Hymas

	Lettered Streets
	Marilyn Williams

	Puget
	Ann McCartney

	Roosevelt
	David Dopps

	Samish  
	X


	
	Sehome
X
Silver Beach  
Myron Wlaznak
South
Paul Olmstead
South Hill
Donna Auer
Sunnyland
X
Whatcom Falls 
Iain Davidson
York
Tom Scott
y(((((  = Present

X((((( = Not Present
Guests

· Chris Cook (COB- Planning Office)


II. Approval of Minutes: Meeting of  January 10th, 2006 ( 7:00 pm).
·  Minutes for meeting of  January 10th, 2006. were 
Approved
 as amended.
(from Ann, see attachment)
III. Neighborhood Reports  ( 7:05 pm)
Fairhaven – Glenn Denkler summarized Fairhaven Neighbors’ settlement with the City of Bellingham and developer which will preserve the 100 ft buffer along the Padden Creek Estuary, remove payment from 8th street between McKenzie and Harris and replace it with native vegetation.  (see attachment for more details)
Alabama Hill – Richard Maneval mentioned looking at implementation of neighborhood survey, still concern about drug house in neighborhood known for past 7 to 9 years, looking at long range plan for park restoration work.  He has been named chair of Whatcom County Law and Justice Council.

Guide Meridian/Cordata – Barbara Ryan (city council) came and spoke about trails and WTA updates. ABN invited to March 14th GM/C meeting at Birchwood Church: John Watts speaking about annexation, more developer driven.
South Hill – Letter about Waterfront development meeting important aspects to City Council, Planning, Port, and to other neighborhoods.
IV. Guest Speaker: Chris Cook, City Planning Dept. on New PUD Ordinance (7:22 pm) 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) ordinance:
Announcement: March 23rd 
         (Planning Commission, work session about the basic concepts of the ordinance). 

(Some key points) Working on updating the entire development code (take about 3 years), Last 1982 updated (based on 1970’s plans for automobile traffic patterns).   Currently, Looking at planning for pedestrian traffic.   Re-ordinance to create more open spaces. Offer incentives to clustering of development to create better use of lots to neighborhood park, open spaces.  Some neighborhoods allow, some don’t.  Multifamily vs. single family zone, compared to development. A method of encouraging increase residential future/new development density.  Set aside are permanently encumbered for the future (could be a deeded easement, dedicated to the city as open space, etc.)
ABN response: 
1) Need clarification vision of planning department for the city.  (Comprehensive plan is mission statement / directive.
2) Need draft available to community as soon as possible for review and discussion.

V. President’s Report: ( 7:48 pm)
            1. 6 Neighborhood Association visits scheduled for March, (see President’s Feb 2006 report)


2. Discussed round-robin attendance at City Council and Planning Commission meetings 
MOTION: (1st Ann, 2nd Donna) Neighborhood Associations encouraged to attend City Council and Planning Commission meetings on a volunteer basis, and report back important issues to their neighborhoods and ABN. 
      M/S/P: #2006-02-1:

3. Agreed to encourage each Neighborhood Association to select an alternative or co representative to ABN. 

VI. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: ( 8:15 pm ) 
1. Update Neighborhood contact List, reminder to submit ABN membership forms with paid assessments.
2. Announce New Web Site  aobn.org, email alias option  ‘nnnnn@aobn.org’
3. Offering alternative website space to NA which need them.  (Follow previous agreements of offering website assistance)
  (i.e. hvna.info -> Happy Valley , Sunnyland , etc.)
4. Adopt  abn-list@googlegroups.com / list@aobn.org as official resource for ABN
Move into two separate email lists:
a. abn-reps – ABN-reps, ABN-co-reps, ABN-alt.  
i. (draft / floating ABN ideas, kept private)
b. abn-list   - larger list includes all others who desire
i. (public, archive publicly available)
ii. Items? Neighborhood meeting announcements, COB announcement/materials, development permits updates, etc?) 
5. Approve 2005 Financial Audit (R. Maneval, Steve Wilson, Iain Davidson)  M/S/P 
6. Approve Current 2006 Financial Report  M/S/P
7. Approve Neighborhood Association ABN Budget for 2006 and Assessment for 2006 M/S/P
8. ABN consensus  agreement : Treasurer with President, can pre-approve budgeted items, no need to bring to the group for approval.    For example:
· Reimbursing Ann McCartney $30.22 for supplies
· Box of paper, (possible left over box of 8-9 reams, Roosevelt location, Richard will look into it)
· Tax ID Number (TIN) ($30 app fee) and ABN specific bank account
VII. Old Business: (8:20 Minutes)
1. MOTION: Confirmed vote of Jan 10th, to change meeting date to 4th Tuesday of month.  
2. MOTION: President authorized to send letters accepting withdrawal of the Samish and Cornwall park neighborhood associations with regret and , best wishes and hope for re-affiliation. 

VIII. New Business: Discussion of the ABN’s Purpose and How Best to Achieve It ( 8:25 pm)

Discussion points:

1) MNAC in the past was driven by COB staff with their particular office goals in mind.  Now a new direction is taking form.  There was a proposal at last MNAC, they work on neighborhood plans. “ . . . formulate and makes recommendations neighborhood plan update process . . . “

2) ABN group pro-active stance from the neighborhoods.  ABN represents views and influence from neighborhoods and citizens.  Advocate ideas in a gentle way to the city as a whole.  ABN can make a grassroots approach to solving problems and working with the neighborhoods.

3) Since ABN 3rd meeting in 2002/2003, interest from Planning office to listen to ideas. Encourage ongoing communication with and presence of COB staff. 
4) For those people interested in a subject, work together between meetings the specific topics.

5) ABN is a forum and a support group.  Talk about issues and do something about it.  Support neighborhoods with education and information.
6) Update about Forum’06 taskforce from Ralph and Iain.


7) In the coming weeks before next meeting, cover topics and issues from your neighborhood, reflect into ABN agendas.   (Visit website for complete ‘brainstorm’ list,  ‘Future Topics’)

Ideas and priorities from Tom Scott.
· NA plans

· NA plans process for updating

· Traffic planning


Ideas and priorities from Paul:

· City Council agenda / topics, LOFS

· Planning Commission agenda

Ideas and priorities from Larry:

· 75 %, infrastructure paid by taxpayers, impact fees

· Re-look at accounting: # of people incoming, # of occupancy

· Building permit allocation plan

· LOSFg / LOSE, missing 12 streets, need to go back to council.

· Concurrency issue

Previous ABN ‘top’ Topics (Jan 17, 2005)

Focus on top issues: 

Design Guidelines

Timely Input

Neighborhood Plans

Urban Village Plans

Enforcement of codes.

Work on looking at Forum’06 template, working with MNAC process, and work with City staff. Exploratory and advisory to ABN full group.   In future, could work with Forum’06 taskforce or advisory group.

MOTION:(Tom Scott, 2nd Richard): 
   Form a ABN committee to look at updating neighborhood plans, at least 3 members.  

M/S/P: #2005-02-02
Volunteers offered to help:
        Tom, Larry, Richard, Iain.   (Tentative meeting: Tuesday 12noon, El Rinco )


IX. Solicitation of Agenda Topics for next Meeting: (5 Minutes)
1. Review mission and goals for ABN as a group, confirm direction of MNAC, and differences between.
2. Form good direction for 3 or 4 things to work on in the future.

X. Adjournment:  ​
9
:
12
  PM 

(Next meeting Tuesday, March 28, 2006 @ Moles Funeral home)

-- REST OF AGENDA ITEMS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED TO THE NEXT MEETING --

a. Suggested Agenda items for later.
b. Approve special meeting minutes (Jan 25th) w/ Attachment of final version.

c. ? MOTION: Columbia N. A. be given voting rights in the ABN. 
d. ? DISCUSSION: Also Sunnyland, Cornwall Park? Revisit Dec motion: leave in place, rescind motion.  Should we add to Bylaws/standing rules,  some language about payment, voting rights, and membership.  Back payments vs. current, vs. future. (This is in response to MOTION 2005-12-19-#1) 
e. ABN principles and goals

f. Ad-hoc workgroup on each goal 
(shared resources, neighborhood communication, advocacy, education, etc)

g. Budget ?  Small simple grant ? (TODO: Iain)
h. Review UGA numbers/descriptions,  (i.e. Smith / Larabaree spring  (incorrect numbers?))

i. Greenways levy resolution, big as levy as we can get, 10 – 15 years, 
j. ABN voice/video recording of the meetings ?  (buy equipment?)

k. Motion to ‘set aside’ of the MOTION against Forum’06.
l. Review by-laws/standing rules on non-members holding office.

m. Review by-laws/standing rules on recruiting new members of  neighborhood areas not currently represented in ABN. (i.e. Mt. Baker, WWU, County, UGA’s, CBD, etc...)
