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	Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

Moles Family Services and

Funeral Home

May 23, 2006

-- DRAFT - Minutes  - UNAPPROVED --




Call to Order and Roll Call: 7:03 PM (Voters/Quorum?  
YES
 )
	Alabama Hill
	Richard Maneval


	Birchwood
	Anne Erickson


	Columbia
	Rich Klemmer


	Edgemoor
	Larry Horowitz

	Fairhaven
	Thom Prichard

	Guide Meridian/Cordata
	Paul Sorensen

	Happy Valley
	John Hymas

	Lettered Streets
	Marilyn Williams

	Puget
	X

	Roosevelt
	David Dopps


	Sehome

	X

	Silver Beach  
	Mike Robinson / 
Lee Barron

	South
	Paul Olmstead


	South Hill

	Donna Auer


	Sunnyland
	X

	Whatcom Falls 
	Iain Davidson

	York
	Tom Scott



	y(((((  = Present

X((((( = Not Present


	Guests

· Tim Stewart, COB Planning and Development 
Brad Rose

Edgemoor

Anne Mackie

York

Dave Ewoldt

Columbia

Bob Christman

South Hill

Kathryn Hanowell

Mayor's Office - MNAC

Tim Wynn

Samish

Tom Scott

York

Gary Holloway

CBD

Mark Springer

Whatcom Falls-MNAC

David Auer

South Hill - Bellingham Planning Commission

Earl and Carolyn Hutchins

Lettered Streets

Aubrey Cohen

Bellingham Herald / York Neighbrhood

Cathy Starr

Guide Meridian / Cordata

Emily Weiner

Cascadia Weekly
 (Emily AT cascadiaweekly DOT com)

Sara Geballe

Whatcom Independent 
(sara AT whatcomindy DOT com)

Steve James 

Whatcom Independent / Fairhaven

Flip Breskin

Columbia (flip AT breskin DOT com)

· 


Approval of Minutes: (5 Minutes)
· Approval of  April 23rd, 2006 minutes, no changes - MOTION: PASSED unanimously
Introduction of Guests: (5 Minutes)
(See list above)
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: ( 8:10 pm )
1. Moved over to new bank account, Ralph and Iain authorized people.
2. Bank balance, as of May 3rd 2006, $323.40 

Website Report: (5 Minutes) 


 1. Website summary update (sent out in email)
NPUP Committee Report: (5 Minutes) 7:11 pm
Tom: Review of meeting with Planning, (Ralph, Tom, Richard, Tim, Nicole Oliver)
· overview flow chart (amendments/rezones same track, then other track is full update)

· Planning kits

· Verify processes with Planning
· Progress looking good 
Guest Speaker: Biographical Briefing by Planning Director, Tim Stewart: (7:23 pm)
· Tim Stewart, Planning and Development office, (City of Bellingham) 

· 25th year planning director, experiences: 

· Lincoln (urban growth issues), Shoreline (brand new city, county challenges)

· Ethiopia experience of overpopulation and no infrastructure
· Big supporter of sustainable communities, involving - Environmental , Economically, Community

· Vision of Planners, planning process: Technical, Values.  Best when interact with citizens
(Vision from Bill Freeman, Transaction planning)
· Very interested in working with Neighborhoods, and visiting Associations.
Neighborhood Responses to Three-question Survey: (7:33 pm, approx 4 minutes each)
· Guide Meridian/Cordata – Paul / Cathy Starr (See attachment) - 
Like – newly emerging center, keeping out of wetlands.
Desires – more parks, green space, traffic mitigation.
Success – cooperation between neighborhoods and city officials
Fear – patchwork effect, traffic infrastructure not with growth, Amenities increase coverage as growth increases
· Meridian – Sue Duggal, No association, area of Bellis fair mall, 
Fears - traffic road extension to route traffic Demmer Rd., more traffic
Dislikes - Lacks a sense of community, better planning for improving neighborhood
Desires - Increase green spaces
· Birchwood – Anne Erikson
Description --  families older generation, sense of privacy, large lots
Dislikes --  traffic issues, increase in residential burglaries (mostly out of town people).
· Mt. Baker – N/A
· Cornwall Park – N/A 
· Columbia – Rich/Flip  , Fear of future, concern traffic issues, concern about loss of characters, Flip email weekly updates), economic mix, concern of parking for increased in-fill, mother in law apartments, and ADU, credit for people without cars ?
· Letter streets – Marilyn - Like historic character, good mix of affordable housing.
· Sunnyland – N/A
· Roosevelt – David Dopps – (haven’t looked over results yet, but here’s some thoughts)
Like rich diverse population, access to retail/shopping services, freeway access, affordable housing.
Recent developments, no concern for neighborhood character
more traffic calming implementation.
Fear – crime, and increased traffic
Need – more sidewalks, pedestrian friendly.
· Alabama – Richard Maneval – 4 different zones, going to put out a survey, St. Clair park big issue. (Thursday night walk through)
Like :  Like the people, great neighborhood involvement.
Not like: more rentals, and more non-relatives in the same house, 
Fear: Crime
· Silverbeach – Lee Barron – Like Drinking water, proximity to trails and green spaces, easy shopping, variety of ages and economic levels, like access to other neighborhood parks
Feel that density is already at maximum, concern about impact to watershed, 
fear road noise from lake, loss of off leash areas for dogs, commercial expansion
· CBD (Downtown Renaissance) – Gary Halloway – Downtown cultural center, eclectic mix
mixture of feelings of about downtown development, 
Fear – building downtown, missing necessities, missing height restrictions, lack of infrastructure of visitors and people living downtown, development of old GP site (waterfront development) will overshadow downtown needs. Loss of unique identity. Increase pan handlers and crime, 
need – more bike patrol, late night patrol, more affordable housing, mixture of retirement and young

(5 minute break)

· Sehome – Allen (via Ralph) – like: Diverse, pride of ownership, views, park nearby.  Need: more communications, improve Samish Way traffic, landlord accountability, 
Fear: More density, less parking, more students increasing issues, loss of residential character
Parking space could be more effectively used
· York – Tom Scott / Ann – agenda, at top, next agenda at end
Current, York mix of use, several main arterials, affordable (less so), sociable/active , historical characters
Infill – already pretty dense, identify update areas and growth
Fear – unchecked growth, slum lords, block busters,  loss of historic stock
· Puget – n/a
· Whatcom Falls – Mark Springer / Iain Davidson – Like trees, large number of trees in lots, creeks, feel single-family houses, lots of empty spaces,  a few more 100’s homes 
Fear of loss of open spaces ,  UGA development not thought out completely
Concerns: traffic, 
· South Hill – Donna Auer – Execute board decided to be comparative with 2003 survey, Donna’s view
city need to be solid direction of small or large city. Need more neighborhood level advocacy at the city level (Jim Diers book)
concerns – construction/development blocks our values and character
· WWU – n/a
· Fairhaven – Tom – like our neighborhood a lot the way it is, one of the oldest, mixed and diverse, close to a urban village as one can get.
Fear/Concern of loosing neighborhood character and sense of community.  No longer affordable housing, loss of access to waterfront impact to Padden Creek.  
concern of under pavement of critical areas.

· Happy Valley – John Hymas – Like diversity of residences, like open space, like proximity to Fairhaven and Sehome activities areas.  Like views
more – bike routes and trails (especially to WWU), Padden creek ‘day lighted’, WWU building more dorms before increasing enrollment, design standards
Fears – divided by arterials, student rental boarding houses (5 or 6 bedrooms units) , expansion of multi-family zoning
· Samish – Tim Wynn – large and active associations
pedestrian and bicycle trails
want - more planning of traffic before housing, instead of the other way around. More diversity
more green corridors
fears – increased density, lack of infrastructure development
· Edgemoor – Brad Rose (electronic) - 
concerns – two lane, 70 year old bridge
like – walk able, quiet, views, safe (low crime), close to Fairhaven, close to trails, large houses in small lots
infill – keep with consistency of neighborhood look and feel
fear – chuckanut development, 12th street-bridge, non-affordable housing, mega-homes, removal of trees, close tie-in with Fairhaven neighborhood
Need to ask the right questions ?  Need to figure out the appropriate number that we want, instead of forcing a number onto us.  Need to ask developers to support infrastructure for increased growth. Need to take in account information from citizens.


· South – tom – like diverse, lots of trailer homes, easy access to various other neighborhoods
concern of safety on roads
infill growth – old Fairhaven parkway, great growth
fear – 739 unit, Fairhaven highlands too vast increase, no infrastructure to support. Ignored environmental impact statement.  Ignored input from neighbors and surrounding citizens.
Tim Steward - summary/response - GMA require counties to accommodate growth, balancing with neighborhood character and values.  Complex issues, requires high level of debates.  Requires good information and sharing .  One of GMA  flaws: planning for 20 years is too short.  Need to look far into the future and look at our legacy.  Look both inside the community and outside for what we want to come to in the future.   Hope to add value to process.


Adjournment: (9:05 pm) Next meeting Tuesday, June 27, 2006

Iain Davidson, ABN Secretary 2006

Attachments: (Notes of statements by Neighborhoods)
Todo

Email out 


– reminder about Statements and notes (add to minutes)

· dues reminder with current balance

· indy people notification of minutes online

GUIDE MERIDIAN / CORDATA – Paul Sorensen , Cathy Starr



BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN SURVEY - RESPONSES

Date: 5/23/06         Neighborhood:  Guide Meridian/Cordata (GM/C)
Contacts:

Name


Phone                   E-mail
 

Paul Sorensen–ABN Rep
733-6872
Sorensen890 AT hotmail DOT com

  

Cathy Starr – President
647-6069
crstarr AT comcast DOT net

    

GM/C Neighborhood Association

How was this information gathered?

Info was gathered by the GM/C Neighborhood Plan (NP) Revision Committee and approved by the board of our neighborhood association.  Time did not permit widespread neighborhood input. We are currently working on expanding and diversifying our Committee, so that our NP will reflect the sentiments of not only GM/C residents, but organizations, institutions and businesses within our area. 

What do we like?  

We like the fact that this survey was initiated.  We believe it is the first documented sign that revised neighborhood plans (NPs) are imminent. We would “like” to see this accomplished in a timely fashion, and have officially started researching our NP with the help of neighborhood plan kits found on-line.
What gives our neighborhood its sense of a quality place to live?  

Much of the GM/C neighborhood is a newly emerging neighborhood, growing out of what was once considered unbuildable wetlands.  We are currently working on creating a sense of a “quality place to live.” What was to have been the Cordata Business Park has actually materialized into a largely residential area. The neighborhood identity we seek is one which incorporates livability, attractive design, natural elements, and convenience, while not compromising the flow of an overall aesthetically-appealing appearance. 

What do we want more of?  
Of primary consideration in answering what we want “more of” would be parks, trails green space and recreation areas.  Right behind that would be east/west connector roads between Meridian and Aldrich.  Thirdly would be traffic mitigation, particularly on Meridian, Bakerview and eventually Cordata Pkwy. 

What makes our neighborhood work?  

Right now it is our neighborhood association, which strives to gather input from residents on what our neighborhood vision is and to accomplish that vision.  We believe a neighborhood can only work when citizen/government partnerships are formed to enhance communication and clarify and accomplish neighborhood objectives.  Specific action items need to be determined and carried out relative to the objectives.  The vehicle for all of this is an up-to-date neighborhood plan.  However a neighborhood plan without the teeth of ordinances and funding may become a plan half-realized.    

 Where and how can we accommodate areas of increased population density?  
The GM/C neighborhood can be characterized as already being in an expansion and infill mode.  The Cordata portion especially has begun to realize high density growth as planned for under the Cordata Business Park PUD.  Additionally annexation of considerable acreage is now proposed for the north and west end of our neighborhood. We are told over 2000 residences are already proposed for these land acquisitions.  

What amenities will we need to be sure that infill improves our neighborhood?
Recreational areas including parks and trails.  Re: Circulation: transportation routes that encourage traffic circulation that meets concurrency standards no lower than level “E”; a pedestrian overpass across Meridian; an E/W connector road between Meridian and Aldrich. Traffic mitigation throughout the neighborhood, especially on Meridian, Bakerview and Cordata Pkwy.  Police, fire and EMT services that grow with our neighborhood.  

What specifically do we fear when we think of the future of our neighborhood? 

· The patchwork effect – While the PUD portion of our neighborhood is under the authority of its Design Review Committee, the non-PUD areas may not be as heavily scrutinized for consistency in such things as attractive building/residence design, signage, landscaping, generous setbacks, etc. 
· Gridlock -  Meridian, Bakerview and eventually Cordata Pkwy. all have gridlock potential.  Traffic mitigation is a high priority in our neighborhood
· Infrastructure not keeping pace with growth.
· Slow decision-making.  Being left out of the process.
· The delay of an ordinance on building height restrictions.
· Air and noise pollution.
· Ugly detention/retention ponds
· Inability to reach and be reached by emergency services
· Lack of planning that accommodates attractive flow between commercial, residential and institutional buildings. We especially fear “barracks style” high density housing.
· Becoming a vessel for creeping sprawl.
Other Comment

The Guide Meridian/Cordata neighborhood serves as a gateway “first impression” neighborhood for all those entering Bellingham from the north county via Guide Meridian and/or Interstate 5.  Much in the way that Barkley Village and Fairhaven are achieving uniform architectural character by following certain design themes, the GM/C neighborhood wishes to become an example of that kind of attractively planned and beckoning community. 

SOUTH – Paul Olmstead









South Neighborhood

Neighborhood Plan Survey

Question 1 :  What do we like about our neighborhood?

The South neighborhood is very diverse.  Only a little more than one-third of our roughly 1500 neighbors live in single family homes.  The remainder of our neighbors resides in apartments, retirement homes, and trailer parks.  As a result, generalizations are not easy.  However, we all enjoy access to the mountains, shorelines, the trails, the parks, and the natural areas. 

We also enjoy easy access and nearness to Fairhaven and Western Washington University.  We are all concerned with the protection of our natural beauty and the safety of our neighbors.  We were recently reminded of the need for safety on our roads by another fatal accident on 30th Street.

Question 2 :  Where can we accommodate growth and what amenities will we need?

On a percentage basis, South neighborhood has absorbed enormous growth during the last 25 years.  Most of this growth has occurred along Old Fairhaven Parkway and has taken advantage of the existing city infrastructure.  The 2006 Comp Plan update designates a “neighborhood urban village” at Old Fairhaven Parkway and 30th Street, which is currently zoned commercial.  Additional infill will have to occur in scattered lots and small parcels throughout the neighborhood, and in one large parcel.  The amenities that we will need to accommodate the increased population include protection of environmentally sensitive areas and plans for transportation and traffic, bicycle and pedestrian safety, schools, police, and fire protection.

Question 3 :  What do we fear?

A 739 housing unit development called Fairhaven Highlands is currently proposed to be constructed on a wooded parcel in the center of the South neighborhood.  Fairhaven Highlands will double the population of the South neighborhood and destroy most of the natural beauty of this 85 acre parcel.  The proposed average density of almost 9 units per acre is to be built in an area that currently has minimal city infrastructure.  As a neighborhood, our strong preference is to preserve this area.

However, the land is currently zoned for single and multi-family residential and unless it can be purchased from the current owner, it will most likely be developed.  If construction proceeds, our greatest fear is that the city and specifically the planning department, in its desire to maximize infill to accommodate 31,000 new residents, will ignore the ramifications of constructing the largest development project in Bellingham’s history.  The South neighborhood has requested and continues to request an updated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) before the Fairhaven Highlands project is approved.  Our hope is that that an EIS will provide the planning department with information to insure that all of the effects of doubling our neighborhood population by another 1500 people will be considered.   Not only will an EIS provide critical information for development decisions and an opportunity for neighborhood input, an EIS may provide the planning department with ammunition to reduce the scale of the project.  If the Fairhaven Highlands project proceeds, our fears would be greatly reduced if we could feel comfortable that the planning department intended to represent our interests and concerns.

May 23, 2006

Paul Olmstead, Vice President, South Neighborhood Board

polmstead AT earthlink DOT net                       (360) 756-9548
MERIDIAN – Sue Duggal










BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN SURVEY

MERIDIAN NEIGHBORHOOD

Hi.  My name is Sue Duggal and I live in the Meridian Neighborhood.  Currently my area does not have a neighborhood association.  However, I have recently been talking to people about this, and as a result I was invited to participate at this meeting today.

Our neighborhood is bounded by Kellogg Rd to the North; Cordata Pkwy and Bellis Fair Pkwy to the West; Interstate-5 to the South; and Primrose Ln/Landon Ave to the East.

Our neighborhood is dominated by Bellis Fair Mall and the Meridian St commercial/retail district between Kellogg Rd and Interstate-5.  To the east of this commercial area is the residential area of the Meridian Neighborhood, and my comments today will focus on that portion of the neighborhood. 

The best part of living in our neighborhood is the convenience of living in close proximity to a major commercial and shopping district with all of its available amenities, as well as being very close to a major access point to Interstate-5 (Exit 256).  However, these features also present the biggest challenges of living in our neighborhood.  Problems with roads, traffic, and congestion are key issues in our area, and need to be more adequately addressed in the very near future, and as development occurs.

A positive development in our neighborhood that relates to traffic has been the extension of Deemer Rd from Telegraph Rd, beyond Bakerview Rd to Kellogg Rd, which now provides very easy access from our neighborhood to the Cordata area.  In the future, if Deemer Rd could be extended further north and connected to Stuart Rd, then a very heavily traveled portion of Meridian St could be avoided altogether.

With the phase of development that our neighborhood is currently in, it lacks a cohesive feel and a sense of community.  Better planning in our area would improve the look and feel of our neighborhood.  A model for planning that may work well in our area is the model that exists in the Cordata Neighborhood.  In addition, a centrally located neighborhood park featuring a children’s playground would provide our area a better sense of a quality place to live, as well as a welcome respite from high density apartment and condo living.  An ideal location for such a park that would be within walking distance of all residential segments of our neighborhood would be on the corner of Deemer Rd and East Bellis Fair Pkwy, adjacent to the church, and across from the fire station.
BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN SURVEY

Date: May 23, 2006

Neighborhood: Meridian

Contact Person: Sue Duggal; 360-756-8027 

1) What do we like?  What gives our neighborhood its sense of a quality place to live?  What do we want more of?  What makes our neighborhood work?  

a) Proximity to commercial/shopping district as well as to I-5. This proximity is both a positive (convenience) and a negative (traffic).

b) Neighborhood lacks a cohesive, community feel. Better planning (eg: Cordata Neighborhood) and a centrally located neighborhood park would help.

c) Better roads and alternative routes to Guide Meridian would help to navigate the area more safely and efficiently (eg: Deemer Rd.)

2) Consider the spaces in our neighborhood.  Where and how can we accommodate areas of increased population density?  What amenities will we need to be sure than infill improves our neighborhood?

a) Development could occur along and to the east of Deemer Rd. Development could also expand eastward past current city limits.

b) If more development occurred creeks in the area would need to be protected; trails, bike paths, and green spaces should also be added.

3) What specifically do we fear when we think of the future of our neighborhood? 

a) Traffic, congestion, inadequate, and unsafe roads.

b) Lack of parks, trails, and green spaces.

c) Sprawl of low-cost apartment housing that may cause the area to decline in the future.

OTHER – Misc others..










OTHER – Misc others..










OTHER – Misc others..










