THE ABN PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR MAY 2006
Dear ABNers:
Here is my report for May 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month, reviews my activities as your President and anticipates some issues we may be discussing at our June meeting which will be held on Tuesday, the 27th.  
ABN’s Accomplishments: Our May meeting with new Planning Director Tim Stewart as our guest was very successful with several guests and three newspaper reporters in atten-dance.  Seventeen neighborhoods were represented and an eighteenth presented a written report in absentia.  Most welcomed were Sue Duggal, who is interested in organizing a neighborhood association in the Meridian Neighborhood and Gary Holloway from the Downtown Renaissance (CBD).  A representative from the WWU Associated Students would have been present except their annual banquet fell on the same night.  Kaye Faulkner, from the Mt. Baker Neighborhood, a former WWU professor, also was involved in a special campus-related dinner that same evening.  Our NPUP Committee has continued to meet weekly and Tom, Richard and I met with Pat Carman and Nicole Oliver of the Planning Department staff as Tom reported last week at our May meeting.  
Forum ’06:  Joan Beardsley postponed the second “fish bowl” meeting, which will focus
on long range planning, in deference to Tim Stewart’s short time in his new position.  She

will be announcing another date shortly.   

Neighborhood Visits:  During May I attended a board meeting and the regular meeting of Fairhaven Neighbors, the quarterly meeting of the Puget Neighborhood Association (they had a most informative program, pizza donated by Papa Murphy’s and excellent press coverage), a board meeting of the South Neighborhood Association and the Sunnyland Neighborhood Association picnic, at which new officers were elected.  I am urging them to affiliate with the ABN.  The only neighborhood associations that I have yet to visit are Birchwood, Whatcom Falls and York.  If the ABN Representatives and or the Presidents from those organizations will advise me of the day, time and place of their next regular or board meeting I will make every effort to attend so that I can complete the cycle of neigh-borhood visits to which I committed myself at the beginning of the year.  
Community Meetings: The lunches with Mayor Asmundson and Joan Beardsley, scheduled for the last week of April went well.  During May, I had an appointment with Tim Stewart at the end of his first week in his new position and also had supper with him before our ABN meeting.  I also had lunches with Kaye Faulkner, Dean Kahn of the Herald and WAG member, Ken Raithel and coffee with Jack Petrie, who has been participating in our NPUP committee.  I met with ABN members Larry Horowitz, Anne Erickson and Marilyn Williams and Earl Hutchins of the Lettered Streets to discuss mobilizing a voter initiative.  Yesterday, the Southside Shoreline Stewardship Taskforce held its first meeting with POB Commissioner, Jim Jorgensen, and POB Planner, Greg McHenry as guests.  This is the culmination of a two-year effort to involve citizens more centrally in the Port’s planning process.  I also attended two City Council meetings, the MNAC meeting, two conferences on local economic development and a forum sponsored by the Puget Sound Partnership.  I also submitted a recommendation on design guidelines for New Whatcom development, which is now accessible on the COB website.  
Looking forward to our June meeting, I anticipate allocating time for neighborhoods to share the results of communicating with Tim Stewart and also for continuing, and hope-fully finalizing, our earlier discussions on an ABN mission statement.  I have had a request for time from Dave Ewoldt, of Attraction Retreat, who attended our May meet-ing, to update us on his efforts to document the sustainable carrying capacity of our region.  If you would like to submit additional items for our June agenda, please do so by the 15th and I will distribute a finalized version on the 20th.      
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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