THE ABN PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR APRIL 2006
Dear ABNers:
Here is my report for April 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month, reviews my activities as your President and highlights the key issues we will be discussing at our April meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, the 25th.  Unfortunately a severe cold and sore throat kept me out of action for the first two weeks of April and I was not able to resume attending meetings and keeping appointments until last week. 
ABN’s Accomplishments: Our NPUP Committee has continued to meet weekly with new members, Paul Sorensen, Kathy Starr and Jack Petrie joining.  Tom Scott will bring us up to date on the committee’s progress Tuesday evening and we will have time to ask questions and offer suggestions.  Kaye Faulkner from the Mt. Baker Neighborhood has begun attending MNAC meetings and is interested in organizing a neighborhood associa-tion there.  I had set up a three-way lunch with Kaye and Richard and was unable to attend.  However, Kaye and Richard had a good discussion and I was later able to go on a tour of the Mt Baker neighborhood with Kaye and expect him to attend our meeting Tuesday evening.  My efforts to seek ABN representatives from the Downtown Renais-sance and WWU (both from student and staff levels) continue.  Hopefully, we will see some new faces from one or both neighborhoods at our May meeting.

Forum ’06: Things seem to be unofficially on hold until Tim Stewart, our new Planning Director,* arrives on May 8th.  I hope to have a couple of copies of the book he recommended (Soar With Your Strengths) to the Planning Staff at our meeting Tuesday evening to circulate among our members.  Joan Beardsley indicated that she plans to hold another “fish bowl” session focused on Long Range Planning shortly after Tim’s arrival.  Over the past month, I have been investigating the “Planning Academy” program that Tim initiated in Shoreline in 1999.  It sounds very much like the public educational emphasis envisioned by the Forum ’06 Taskforce.  I have secured a description of this program from the Shoreline Planning Department.  Unfortunately, it only seems to be available as a PDF File.  If I can find a way to convert it to a MS Word document, I will ask Iain to post it to the ABN web site.  In the meantime, I have forwarded copies to Tom Scott and Joan Beardsley. 
* In the process of chasing down the information on the “Planning Academy” program, I

discovered that Shoreline established a Council of Neighborhoods (CON) in 1999.  I was able to reach the current Chair, Bonnie Mackey, for a lengthy discussion of the group’s composition and activities.  It seems to combine the best of the ABN and the MNAC.  It controls its own membership and agenda.  City officials attend regularly, both to listen and to offer updates on City programs.  Bonnie informed me that Tim Stewart was a regular at CON meetings and that he maintained a most cordial relationship with Shoreline’s neighborhoods.  She said that Bellingham is lucky to obtain his services and asked me to give him her greeting.   I plan to invite Tim to our meeting. 
Neighborhood Visits:  Due to my illness, I was unable to attend any neighborhood association meetings during the first three weeks of April.  I was able to attend the monthly meeting of the Coalition of Southside Neighborhoods last week and greatly enjoyed the presentation by Wendy Scherrer, Executive Director, of the Nooksack Sal-mon Enhancement Association.  She would make a great speaker for any neighborhood association concerned about the health of our creeks!  I plan to attend the Birchwood meeting on Thursday, April 26th and the South, Sunnyland, Whatcom Falls and York meetings in May, if the ABN Representatives from the last three organizations will advise me as to the days, times and places.  
Community Meetings: During April, the only public meeting I was able to attend was the special presentation of WWU’s preliminary plans for the New Whatcom development before the Port of Bellingham Commissioners.  Subsequently, I met separately with Port Commissioner, Jim Jorgensen, and Port Planner, Greg McHenry, to discuss plans for both New Whatcom and Fairhaven.  I am scheduled to meet with both Mayor Asmundson and Joan Beardsley this coming week. As an individual, I continued trying to organize a citizen/stakeholder committee to work on implementing the Waterfront Futures Group’s recommendations for the Southside and seem to be close to convening a first meeting of this group. 
As you can see from the accompanying agenda for our meeting next Tuesday, which Iain will also post on the ABN web site, I have reserved 15 minutes for discussing the recom-mendations of the Neighborhood Plan Update Committee and 35 minutes for continuing our discussing of growth-related issues. We will also have a brief presentation on the Green Energy program being promoted by the City’s Public Works Department.  Please, review the minutes from the January 25th, February 28th and March 28th ABN meetings and be prepared to recommend corrections and to approve them Tuesday evening.  I hope that you will all attend and be ready to contribute your best thoughts to our discussions.   
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  






      April 23, 2006
PAGE  
2

