THE ABN PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2006
Dear ABNers:
Here is my report for September 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month and reviews my activities as your President and as a concerned citizen.  These were curtailed by my confrontation with the sidewalk in front of Taco Loco on 9/11, resulting in a fractured nasal bone and kneecap.  

ABN’s Accomplishments: All twenty-three of Bellingham’s neighborhoods were repre-sented at the first two sessions of the Planning Academy with several ABNers among the delegates.  At our September meeting, Christine Burkhart, the City’s Code Enforcement Officer, gave a candid and insightful description of her job and impressed us with her sin-cerity and commitment.  Her presentation was enhanced by a list of cogent questions cir-culated in advance by the York Neighborhood Association.  Then, the members of our NPUP Committee rolled out the initial draft of a proposed Neighborhood Planning Kit and received enthusiastic applause.  The kit is a work in progress and the NPUP Commit-tee welcomes further comments and suggestions via the ABN web site (aobn.org).
Neighborhood Visits and Contacts:  During September I attended the South Hill Neigh-borhood Association picnic and the Fairhaven Neighbors board meeting.  My plans to take more neighborhood tours have been deferred until I am more mobile.
Community Meetings and Contacts: During September I attended one meeting of the Port of Bellingham, both sessions of the Planning Academy and a meeting of the Coalition of Southside Neighborhoods.  I also took part in two discussions in support of the efforts of the Southside Shoreline Stewardship Taskforce and had lunch with Hal Hart.  .

Decision not to Stand for Re-election:  At our September, meeting I announced that I would not stand for re-election as ABN President.  This decision, reached after consider-able soul-searching, has three bases.  I feel that I have been unable to lead the ABN to adopt the more proactive mode which I have long envisioned for it.  In the process, I have neglected several personal issues to which I must direct more attention.  Finally, I believe that Bellingham would be well served by having just one, independent and effective neighborhood-based organization, such as the Spokane Community Assembly, to replace the ABN and the MNAC.  This would eliminate overlaps and allow us to focus our col-lective energies on making greater progress toward achieving neighborhood goals.  
October Meeting: 
Our October agenda will feature a discussion of the recent e-mail exchanges regarding how we want to manage our meetings, a subject directly related to how we view the purpose of the ABN, i.e., as a channel for information or a generator of action.  Since the Planning Academy goes another four weeks, our October meeting will again be held on the fourth Wednesday instead of the fourth Tuesday, starting and ending a half hour earlier than usual (6:30 to 8:30 PM).  I hope to see you all on Wednesday, October 25th.        
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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