THE ABN PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR AUGUST 2006
Dear ABNers:
Here is my report for August 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month and reviews my activities as your President and as a concerned citizen.  
ABN’s Accomplishments: At our August meeting, newly appointed Neighborhood Services Coordinator, Kathryn Hanowell, made an appeal for twenty volunteers to serve as interviewees for a City-sponsored, professional survey on the quality of public services and Planning and Community Development Department Director, Tim Stewart, gave an update on his assessment of Bellingham and a preview of the Planning Academy that the PCDD will be holding on six successive Tuesday evenings during September and October.  Each neighborhood association is invited to send two delegates.  Early in August, members of our NPUP Committee met with staff members of the PCDD, including Tim Stewart, to review the drafts of a proposed revision to the Neighborhood Plan Amendment Flowchart currently contained in the BMC and of a template for neighborhood plans.  These were well received and a follow-up meeting is to be scheduled shortly.  A motion was passed at our August meeting directing the NPUP committee to complete a draft of a proposed Neighborhood Plan Revision Kit for review at our September 27th meeting and by our November 28th meeting a draft of a Neighbor-hood Plan Update Flowchart as a proposed addition to the BMC.
Neighborhood Visits and Contacts:  During August I was treated to tours of three neighborhoods.  Sue Duggal took Joan Beardsley, Kathryn Hanowell and me around the .Meridian Neighborhood, Julie Guy showed me around the Guide Meridian/Cordata Neighborhood and Steve Wilson did the honors for the South Neighborhood.  I was impressed with the in-depth knowledge that each guide displayed of their respective neighborhood and came away with a much fuller grasp of the distinctive differences of each area and of their specific challenges.  
Community Meetings and Contacts: Prior to our August meeting, I spent an hour with Tim Stewart discussing his presentation at that meeting and the details of the Planning Academy. During August I attended the monthly MNAC meeting and the PCDD’s monthly briefing, this time on the topic of affordable housing.  This was followed later in the month by attending a most informative presentation on inclusionary housing projects in California sponsored by the Kulshan Community Land Trust.  I also participated in three discussions on the Bellingham Bay Community Boating Center and one session on railroad issues being raised by the Southside Shoreline Stewardship Taskforce.
September Meeting: 
To avoid a conflict of schedule with the Planning Academy, our September and October meetings will be held on the fourth Wednesdays instead of the fourth Tuesdays and they will begin at 6:30 PM, a half hour earlier than usual.  I hope to see you all on Wednesday, September 27th.        
Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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