ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

September 19, 2005

Minutes

Meeting was called to order by president Richard Maneval at 7:15 pm at the Whatcom Educational Credit Union meeting room.

Present were:  Doug Bestle (Alabama Hill); Anne Erickson (Birchwood); Larry Horowitz (Edgemoor); Thom Prichard (Fairhaven Neighbors); Julianna Guy (Guide Meridian/Cordata); John Hymas (Happy Valley); Marilyn Williams (Lettered Streets); Ann McCartney (Puget, ABN Secretary/Treasurer); David Dopps (Roosevelt); Tim Wynn (Samish); Matt Rose (Sehome); Myron Wlaznak (Silverbeach); Paul Olmstead (South); Donna Auer (South Hill); Anne Mackie (York).

Also present:  Richard Maneval (ABN President); Thomas Demma (Birchwood); Beverly Jacobs (Guide Meridian/Cordata); Steve Wilson (South); Tris Shi---- (Alabama); Ralph Thacker (Fairhaven Neighbors); Jon Shaughnessy (Sehome); John McLaughton (South Hill); Sharon Monteiro (Lettered Streets); and several others.

After introductions, the agenda was approved as amended.

The minutes of the July 18, 2005 meeting were approved as amended.

The minutes of the August 29th Special Meeting were approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Richard announced a variety of meeting and opportunities for ABN representatives and neighborhoods

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT


The bank balance as of August 15, 2005


$216.17


Deposits:  assessment from South Hill


$  55.00


Balance as of September 19, 2005



$271.17


Amount outstanding from member associations $325

Ann McCartney reported the following figures from the Roosevelt Neighborhood Association Treasurer (RNA handled accounts for the ABN until January 2005):


Roosevelt N.A. paid Tom Sparks

$189.82


Amount Tom Sparks returned to RNA
$  30.00


Total paid by RNA



$159.82


ABN paid RNA



$  85.00


Amount owed by ABN to RNA

$  74.82

MOTION: The Secretary/Treasurer moved that the Roosevelt Neighborhood be credited with paying the 2005 assessment and that the remainder $44.82 be paid to the Roosevelt Neighborhood Association by the ABN Treasurer.  Passed.

Guide Meridian/Cordata Neighborhood Association has adopted their bylaws and wishes to become a member of the ABN.

MOTION:  Ann McCartney moved to amend the Standing Rules by striking “Guide Meridian from #2 and adding “Guide Meridian/Cordata Neighborhood Association between Fairhaven Neighbors and Happy Valley Neighborhood Association in # 1.  Adopted Unanimously. 

MOTION:  It was moved that association funds be spent to buy an ink cartridge and a case of recycled paper for the association.  Passed.

NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES

York:  Will be holding a Candidates Night on Wednesday, Sept 28  from 7-9 pm at Garden Street United Methodist Church.    Email questions to ABNrep@yorkneighborhood.org   Anne Mackie would appreciate input on format.

Birchwood:  Will be meeting October 29.

Fairhaven:  The Association is appealing the recommendation of the Planning Department that the state approve an encroachment into Padden Estuary buffer zone and is in the process of putting case together.  Fairhaven Neighbors asked that we as individuals, presidents or ABN representatives, or associations write letters agreeing with what Fairhaven Neighbors are doing to protect the Padden Creek salmon.  Members requested information on simple points to make and to whom it should be addressed.  Thom will send information immediately.    

Guide Meridian/Cordata.  The association is officially organized with bylaws adopted.  The Board will be elected at the next meeting Oct 4 at 7 pm at Birchwood Presbyterian Church in the Palm Room.  The mayor and county executive have been invited.  Development continues in the neighborhood with no parks planned.  

The president reminded the membership that the time allotted for neighborhood updates had expired and by general consent, the group moved on to the discussion of the ABN letter regarding the planning process.  Two letters, one dated September 19 and the other dated September XX were distributed.  

MOTION:  After discussion, Ann McCartney moved that the ABN adopt the XXX letter to be taken back to neighborhoods for approval with the substitution of the first recommendation of the Sept 19 letter minus “the ABN recommends” to replace the second recommendation of the XX letter. And with the change in paragraph three removing “have not been updated since their creation in 1998” and inserting “are out of date.”

MOTION TO AMEND:  Larry moved to add the following paragraph to the examples:

The Mayor, City Council and the planning Department failed to live up to their promoise to the citizens of Bellingham to meet the July 1, 2005 deadline for completing the Critical Areas Cordinance (CAO) and the Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  (This commitment is detailed in Council Resoution 2004-36,which was passed by the Council on November 22, 2004 and approved by Mayor Asmundson on December 6, 2004)   Amendment passed. 

MOTION TO AMEND:  Larry moved to add the following paragraph.  Passed.
The motion, as amended, passed;.  (The letter is attached as amended and proof-read).  A copy of the letter will be send by email to each ABN representative for each to present to his/her association.  By general consent, the ABN agreed to meeting on Thursday, October 6 at 6 pm at a place to be announced, to vote on approving and to sign the letter if approved.

A copy of draft of XX letter as amended is attached to the minutes.

Sharon Monteiro reported the armed vigilantes are planning to patrol in Whatcom County and asked us to inform our neighborhoods and ask people to contact the county council.

The meeting was adjourned 9:50 pm.

K. Ann McCartney

Secretary

Approved, November 21, 2005

