City of Bellingham

Neighborhood President’s and Representative’s Meeting

Monday, November 4, 2002

Minutes

Present:  Greg Aucutt, City of Bellingham; Chris Barbo, Samish; Holly Barbo, Central Business District; Allison Bryan, WWU Campus/Community Coalition; Tom Burkland, Samish; Dave Cahill, City of Bellingham; Jeni Cottrell, King Mountain; Tom Funk, Alabama Hill; Susan Gardner, Columbia;  Richard Maneval, Roosevelt; Ann McCartney, Puget; John McGarrity, Cornwall Park; Julia Menkee, Columbia; Rodd Pemble, Birchwood; Myron Wlaznak, Silverbeach.

After introductions, the group brainstormed and listed issues facing the neighborhoods.  Each person was given 6 dots to identify their priorities.  Myron reminded us that we, as representatives of all the neighborhoods, might do well to consider the larger picture of Bellingham as a whole in identifying the issues.

Neighborhood Issue:  Rodd Pemble said that the Birchwood Neighborhood is trying to slow traffic, encourage people to get out of cars, make it safer for kids on bikes, find pathways.  Suggestions from the group included:  Pace Car Sticker; making sections of pavement rough in certain areas; persistence; contacting Public Works and Planning Department (they seem to be responding quickly to issues raised by Neighborhoods); using WTA vans.

Greg Aucutt and Dave Cahill made a presentation on present and future demographics in Bellingham and the surrounding Urban Growth Area.  The demographics will be used as the city draws up the comprehensive plan to accommodate the projected 20 year population growth and employment growth.   It is clear from the presentation that over 50% in growth in population will have implications for all Bellingham neighborhoods.  

Neighborhood Issue:  Tom Funk said that the Alabama Neighborhood Association would like suggestions for how to increase participation.  Suggestions included:  have fewer general meetings instead of trying to meet once a month; get newsletter going again; email the newsletter; have outside presentations; advertise meetings with signs.

Prioritizing issues:  

Planning for Increased Density (9)

Traffic (7)

Comprehensive Planning between the neighborhoods (6)

Updating individual neighborhood plans (6)

Zoning (6)

Participation (5)

Supporting neighborhood businesses (5)

Crime (4)

Bad property managers (3)

Code violations (2)

Community meeting and activity space (2)

Inappropriate handling of disputes/disagreements (2)

Safety (1)

(Others mentioned but receiving no dots:  sex offenders in neighborhoods; undeveloped little pockets of land; working more effectively/cooperating with school district; vandalism)

The group felt that all the main ones identified were connected and focused on planning issues.  There seems to be some confusion as to whether the city will or will not be updating neighborhood plans, but will be focusing on the larger comprehensive plan.  It was suggested that each neighborhood might want to work, research and put own plan together whether or not the city is planning to.  Myron will email and ask Patricia Decker, City Planning Director, what the city is planning regarding the neighborhood plans and send us her reply.  This information will form the basis for the topic for our next meeting.

Holly raised the issue of the city plans to approve an increased density in the downtown area without providing for parking needs.  A Subcommittee consisting of Holly Barbo, Jeni Catrell, Chris Barbo, Richard Maneval and any others interested will meeting on the 25th of November at 9 am at Barbo Furniture to discuss and report back to us regarding the density/parking issue in downtown.  

The next meeting of the Neighborhood President’s and Representative’s will be Monday, January 6, 5:30 at the Boys and Girls Club.  Columbia Neighborhood and Central Business District will present issues for suggestions.  Meeting will focus on Comprehensive planning and the role of the Neighborhood Associations.  Tom Burkland and Ann McCartney will plan the agenda, Ann McCartney will preside, and Allison Bryan will take minutes.

Submitted by Ann McCartney

