THE ABM PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2006
Dear ABMers:
Here is my report for February 2006.  It summarizes the ABN’s accomplishment during the month, reviews my activities as your President and highlights some substantive and procedural issues for consideration at our next meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, February 28th.

ABN’s Accomplishments: The resolution passed at our special meeting on Tuesday, January 25th was e-mailed to the Mayor and the members of the City Council on Monday the 30th.  I attended the City Council meeting on Monday, February 6th and made a verbal appeal to the Council covering the main points of our resolution and stressing our will-ingness to be centrally involved in the neighborhood plan update portion of Forum ‘06. 

Forum ’06: The City Council considered the recommendations of the ad hoc taskforce at its February 6th meeting and referred the matter to its Planning and Development Committee for gathering more details.  Consequently, the taskforce is continuing to meet in preparation for a session with the Planning Committee on March 6th.
Neighborhood Visits:  During February I attended the meetings of the Alabama Hill, Columbia, Edgemoor, Fairhaven, Lettered Streets, Sehome and Silver Beach Neighbor-hood Associations. I also attended the monthly meeting of the Coalition of Southside Neighborhoods.  Here is my tentative schedule for visiting neighborhood association meetings during March.  Please, confirm your acceptance and verify the time and place.   

South Hill: 1st Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Fairhaven Library
Guide Meridian/Cordata: 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM, Birchwood Presbyterian Church Puget: 2nd Thursday, 7:00 PM, Moles Funeral Home

Roosevelt: 3rd Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Boy’s and Girl’s Club 
South: 4th Wednesday, 7:30 PM, Fairhaven Park Pavilion
Whatcom Falls: ?
Community Meetings: During February I attended the following meetings as President of the ABN: two City Council meetings, one Planning Commission meeting, three meetings of the Forum ’06 Taskforce, a presentation on plans for New Whatcom by the Belling-ham Bay Foundation and the monthly meeting of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission.  I also spent a cordial hour with Mayor Asmundson and had an enjoyable lunch with Steve Sundin of the Planning Department.  As an individual, attended the League of Women Voters’ presentation on Greenways, participated in the day-long workshop on sustain-ability presented by Attraction Retreat and met with representatives of two businesses in the Fairhaven Marine Industrial Park for discussions on implementing the Waterfront Futures Group’s recommendations for the Southside. 
City Council and City Planning Commission Meetings: We still need to discuss my proposal that our member associations each take the responsibility of sending a delegate or an alternate to represent the ABN at all City Council meetings and City Planning Commission meetings.  This item will be on the agenda for February 28th. 
Alternate Reps: I am still recommending that each member association appoint an alter-nate representative to attend ABN meetings when the primary representative is not avail-able.  This will be another agenda item for our February 28th meeting.

Web Site: Iain has put our expanded Web Site on line at aobn.org.  Please, take a look and e-mail Iain your comments and suggestions. 
Revisiting the Purpose of the ABN: The strongly contrasting reactions of ABN member associations to our undelivered letter to the City last year, the subsequent withdrawal of the Samish and Cornwall Park Neighborhood Associations from ABN membership and the candid responses to the laundry list of issues for possible discussion and action by the ABN recently circulated by our Secretary/Treasurer indicate that we may very well need to revisit our purpose.  The ABN Bylaws set forth five objectives, which may be divided into internal and external functions, i.e., facilitating communication and education among our members and taking proactive stands on issues vis a vis the City and County.  These functions are not necessarily mutually exclusive.  In fact, letters sent to the City by individual neighborhood associations in lieu of the ABN letter included many of the same recommendations as the ABN letter stated with a less inflammatory tone.  

Since the ABN is a delegate body and cannot take substantive action without the endorse-ment of our member associations, we may not be able to respond to important public issues on a timely basis.  This is why I have been advocating our adoption of a set of goals or principles on the basis of which ABN Representatives can speak to critical subjects when they are being discussed by the City Council and City Planning Commission.  At the same time, I feel that we would be well served to identify a limited number of key, citywide issues on which to inform ourselves thoroughly and to engage public officials in continuing dialog.  If our resolution on Forum ’06 is honored by the City, the ABN will face a big challenge in coordinating the process of updating neighbor-hood plans.  This may very well necessitate creation of one or more committees.  If we want to do more than merely discuss other issues, such as growth management, additional committees will probably be required.  We need to be realistic about the level of involve-ment we can sustain.  If we take on more than we can handle, we may doom ourselves to failure from the outset.  
As you can see from the attached agenda for our meeting next Tuesday, I have reserved 45 minutes to discuss the question of clarifying our purpose.  Please, give this vital issue some thought before the meeting and prepare some suggestions on how we can best move forward.  Offering positive ideas will be far more helpful than voicing criticisms. 

Cheers!  
Ralph         752-1114  
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