SUMMARY OF ACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS FROM SUMMER 2002 TO SUMMER 2005

Roles and Responsibilities according to bylaws

1. Establishing communication among the neighborhoods

2. Encouraging and supporting the neighborhood associations through shared resources.

3. Providing a systems perspective of neighborhood issues.

4. Providing a neighborhood advocate to the City and County councils.

5. Informing and educating ourselves regarding common issues.

Prioritized Issues identified in 2002;


Goals for ABN focus for 2005:

     Planning for Increased Density



     Design guidelines

     Traffic





     Timely Input

     Comprehensive planning between neighborhoods

     Neighborhood Plans

     Updating individual neighborhood plans


     Urban Village Plans

     Zoning





     Enforcement of Codes

     Participation

Meetings

The ABN has met 31 times since Richard Maneval had the initial meeting in the summer of 2002:

2002:  September 5, November 4 

2003:  January 6; March 5; May 5; June 23; July 2; August 23; September 22; October 20; November 17; December 15.  (There are no minutes for the September and November meetings)

2004:  January 19; February 16; March 15; April 19; May 17 (no quorum); June 19 (no quorum); July 19, August 16; September 20; October 18; November 15; December 20 (quorum only present for a short time).

2005:  January 17; February 21; March 23; April 18; May 16; June 20; July 18 (no quorum)

First met every other month on the first Monday with meetings from 5:30 to 7 pm so that people could go to city council meetings and other evening meetings.

June 2003 started meeting every third Monday at 5:30-7:00

June19, 2004, the meeting time was changed to 7:00 to 8:30 pm

The following presentations were made at ABN meetings:

WWU Campus Community Coalition 09/05/02

Present and future demographics in Bellingham and Urban Growth Area—Greg Aucutt and Dave Cahill 11/04/02

Development Code of  Neighborhood Plans; Planning Commission update—Patricia Decker and Chris Spens 01/06/03

Mayor Mark Asmundson 05/05/03

Seth Fleetwood on periodic reviews of UGAs  06/23/03

Sheriff Bill Elfo on critical conditions of county jail.  06/23/03

Julie Muylleart, from Planning Commission, brief update on Comp Plan  10/20/03

Steve Somers, Whatcom Dispute Center 01/19/04

Chuck Snyder, Whatcom County Presiding Superior Court Judge Designee and Wendy Jones, Whatcom County Chief of Corrections discussed their work in relation to the overcrowded courts and jail conditions 04/19/04

Jim DeGolier, Executive Director of Straight Talk About Responsibility (STAR) on Meth.  04/19/04

Susan Gribbin, Whatcom Physical Activity Coalition, shared information on increasing attention to inactivity and serious and chronic health conditions in all age groups. 04/19/04

Sue Webber and Marge Laidlaw, Whatcom Community Foundation Board Members on the Foundation working with neighborhoods to seek grant money.  05/17/04

Dan Warner, President of Pro Whatcom talked about goals of organization.  06/19/04

Greg Aucutt, Senior Planner, on proposed changes to the City’s procedural codes, development review processes and regulations, and the neighborhood plans 07/19/04

Jim DeGolier, Executive Director of STAR, update on Meth problems in Whatcom County  09/20/04

Janet Burcham Whatcom Country Noxious Weed Board on noxious weeds within Whatcom County. 09/20/04

Tom Sparks, ABN forum manager, explained features of site.  10/18/04

Lara Welker (WWU) and Steve Kirkland (COB City Attorney’s Office) discussed the Neighborhood Community Service Option for WWU students chards with MIP violations.  11/15/04

Pat Carman (COB planner) and Troy Holbrook (County planner) discussed the UGA and the ten Urban Fringe Sub Areas. 11/15/04

Jason Christopher, Litter Compliance Officer, Public Works.  03/21/05

CERT (Community Emergence Response Team) presentation by Geri Chumly, the Public Information Officer for District 4  05/16/05

Randy Carroll, Chief of Bellingham Police Department.  06/20/05

Actions Taken by the ABN related to issues::

01/06/03:  Supported concerns of CBD regarding downtown parking.  Sent letter.

07/19/04:  “The City should take no action to reduce the effectiveness and intent of neighborhood plans, nor to reduce neighborhood participation in the City review process”  to be sent to the City Planning Commission.

07/19/04:  “The ABN opposes the separation and/or removal of Neighborhood Plans from the City Comprehensive Plan.”  Sent to City Planning Commission.

01/17/05:  “The ABN urges the city to address the concerns of the Fairhaven Neighborhood regarding rapid growth in Fairhaven.  The ABN supports a moratorium on variances and special incentives until the creation of a Fairhaven Urban Village plan that includes the participation of all neighborhoods in the south end of the city.

06/20/05:  Passed Resolution on parks, open spaces and trails in Guide Meridian Neighborhood.

ABN Administrative Actions taken:

05/05/03:  Adopted bylaws of ABN

05/05/03:  Approved the Small and Simple Grant Application on Leadership Workshop

06/02/03:  Agreed to maintain sign-in lists for future reference.


      That ABN is both an information and an advocacy/action association

07/21/03:  Suggested that committees could be formed to address issues such as growth, over-crowded jail, all-city membership drive, small and simple grant on leadership training

12/15/03:  Discussed an assessment of $5 per organization for the cost of the website

01/19/04:  ABN meetings to be posed in the Herald Almanac

06/19/04:  Agreed that each of the neighborhoods should pay the $10 to maintain the current web sit and “Neighborhood Forum”

06/19/04:  Recognized Fairhaven, South and Whatcom Falls Neighborhoods as ABN members.

08/16/04:  Voted and approved the new ABN forum:  aobn.org instead of the website.

10/18/04:  Amended Standing rules regarding criteria for membership (must indicate they want to be members), to include Edgmoor and Whatcom Falls as members.

10/18/04:  Adopted standing rules on elections procedures

10/18/04:  Agreed to pay $5 per association for administrative expenses.

11/15/04:  Elected President and Secretary/Treasurer

12/20/04:  Motion to postpone the discussion on splitting the secretary/treasurer position into two positions until closer to the next election.

01/17/05:  “That the ABN use the Whatcom Educational Credit Union for ABN banking activities and the President and the Secretary/Treasurer be authorized to transact business with the account.

02/21/05:  “that the 2005 assessment of member organizations be $30.00 and that representatives ask their neighborhood associations to submit that amount.

02/21/05:  Adopted Budget



Income: 18 neighborhoods @30.00      TOTAL
$540.



Expenses    
Website $350





Supplies $100





Misc.      $90.

  TOTAL
$540

02/21/05:  Adoption of Standing Rules on Finances and Minutes

04/18/05:  Adoption of the previous bylaw amendments on meeting every month and electing a president and secretary/treasurer so that record was in minutes.

ABN Programs implemented:

Leadership Workshop October 2003

There were 36 participants from 19 of the Bellingham Neighborhoods

ABN Programs suggested

A City-wide membership drive for the individual neighborhood associations.  There was no follow-up on this.
