ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS

November 21, 2005

Minutes

The meeting called to order by President Richard Maneval at 7:02 pm at Jones-Moles.

Members present were:  Doug Bestle (Alabama Hill); Thomas Dema (Birchwood); Sandie Koplowitz (Edgemoor); Ralph Thacker (Fairhaven Neighbors); Paul Sorensen (Guide Meridian/Cordata); John Hymas (Happy Valley); Ann McCartney (Puget and PNA secretary); David Dopps (Roosevelt); Tim Wynn (Samish); Myron Wlaznak (Silverbeach); Steve Wilson (South); Donna Auer (South Hill); Iain Davidson (Whatcom Falls); Tom Scott (York).

Also present were:  Richard Maneval (ABN President), Emily Farnon, Tris Shirley, Jo Zeimet-Human Resource Director, City of Bellingham.

After introductions, the agenda adopted and the minutes for September 19 were approved and the minutes for October 17 were approved as corrected.

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS

Fairhaven:  Still involved in appeal on Padden Creek buffer zone.  Hearing in February.  

Alabama Hill:  Had both Greenways presentations at quarterly meeting.

Guide Meridian/Cordata: The Board has met two times.  Had presentation on Larabee Springs.  Trying to slow down the developments.  Mayor is coming to next general meeting on Dec 6.

Puget:  General membership meeting on November 8 had a presentation on Greenways

Silverbeach:  Had a  tour of storm water facilities

Samish:   There are three developments in south end proposed and the association is particularly concerned about traffic impact.  

South:  There is a design charette planned for Fairhaven Highlands.

Happy Valley:    Street tree project from Small and Simple Grant has been involving many in the neighborhood.

Roosevelt:  Recently had “Building a Safe Neighborhood” meeting.

BYLAW AMENDMENT

MOTION:  Ann McCartney moved the adoption of the following bylaw amendment.  

Article IV. Officers

Section 1.  Number of officers:  There shall be a president and a secretary/treasurer elected annually.

Section 2.  Duties of Officers.

2.1 President.  The president shall coordinate the activities of the ABN, and shall be the ABN official representative to city, county, state and other organization.  Only the President or a person designated by the President may make any statements that represent the views or opinions of the ABN.  The President shall preside over ABN meetings.

2.2 Secretary/Treasurer.  The Secretary/treasurer shall take minutes at the meetings and shall maintain the membership list, receive all official correspondence, and maintain the ABN records; shall perform the duties of the President if the President is unable to do so; shall act as Parliamentarian at all ABN meetings, and keep an account of any and all monies collected and disbursed by the ABN.

Section 3 Terms.  The term of office shall be from January 1 to December 31 of the following year or until their successors are elected.

MOTION PASSED.

CITY PLANNING PROCESSES

Hiring New Planning Director:  Jo Zeimet, Human Resource Director, City of Bellingham, gave an overview of the hiring process.  She will return at our December meeting to do a focus group to get ideas from the ABN.

Money identified in COB Budget for planning.

Tris Shirley reported on the meetings with the city regarding the dissatisfaction with the planning process.  A press release this afternoon from mayor’s office reported plans to better inform and involve community members in city growth management issues.  $500,000 has been identified in the preliminary 2006 budget for growth-related projects that focus on improving public processes for dealing with growth issues.  He came to the ABN to encourage us in be heavily involved in defining the projects.

There was discussion of ideas of how the ABN would want to be involved in the update of neighborhood plans.

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT


The bank balance as of October 17, 2005

$120.34


Assessments Paid (South, Silverbeach)

$  85.00


Balance in Account as of  November 21, 2005
$205.34

The following neighborhoods have not paid their 2005 assessemtn:  Columbia, Cornwall Park, Sunnyland, Whatcom Falls, York.

MOTION:  Tom Demma moved that Guide Meridian assessments be deferred to next year.  MOTION PASSED.

Status of 2005 Budget

	
	Budgeted
	Actual

	Income

18 Associations @ $30
	$540.00
	$450.00

	TOTALS
	$540.00
	$450.00

	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	

	   Website
	$350.00
	$134.55

	    Supplies
	$100.00
	$67.01

	    Misc
	$90.00
	$44.82

	TOTALS
	$ 540.00
	$201.56


Outstanding expenses:




$75.00 for website maintenance




$25.00 for copying/postage




$14.95 for December Website



After paying outstanding expenses, $105.34 will remain in account

Present yearly expenses for Website:



Hosting by MarkeTrends Productions @ 14.95 per month
$ 179.40



Maintenance by Tom Sparks




$   75.00



Cost for domain name    





?

ABN ELECTIONS

After review of elections procedures, the following nominations were made.

President:   Ralph Thacker

Secretary/Treasurer  Iain Davidson

The nominees were elected by acclamation with thanks from all of us.

ANNOUNCEMENT

David Dopps distributed information on Jim Diers presentations December 7-8. 

DOCUMENT ON QUALIFICATIONS FOR PLANNING DIRECTOR

Donna led a discussion of the document she drafted about the Planning Director search process.  Donna will prepare a final copy based on comments from the discussion and submit it at the ABN December meeting to the Planning Director Search Consultant as an overview of various position characteristics as mentioned by the ABN.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm

 K. Ann McCartney

Secretary

Adopted as amended, December 19, 2005

Amendments:  Spelling of Jo Zeimet’s first name.

