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	Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

Moles Family Services and

Funeral Home

February 28th, 2006

-- DRAFT - Minutes  - UNAPPROVED --




Call to Order and Roll Call: 7:06 PM (5 Minutes)
(Voters/Quorum?  
YES
 )

	Alabama Hill
	Richard Maneval


	Birchwood
	Anne Erickson


	Columbia
	Rich Klemmer


	Edgemoor
	Larry Horowitz

	Fairhaven
	Janet Simpson


	Guide Meridian/Cordata
	Paul Sorensen


	Happy Valley
	X

	Lettered Streets
	Marilyn Williams


	Puget
	Ann McCartney


	Roosevelt
	David Dopps


	Sehome

	X


	
	Silver Beach  
Myron Wlaznak

South
Paul Olmstead

South Hill

Donna Auer

Sunnyland
X
Whatcom Falls 
Iain Davidson
York
Tom Scott

y(((((  = Present

X((((( = Not Present

Guests

· Jeff ?

· Mark Springer (WFNA / Accounting assistance)


Approval of Minutes: (5 Minutes)

 (postponed due to people not having time to review it, Iain will send out to all)
· Meeting of  Jan 25th (Special Meeting, leftover from last meeting)
· Meeting of  Feb 28th, 2006

Neighborhood Reports: (7:15 pm)
· Donna/South Hill –Public works implementation of parking of both sides (only notified 300 feet).
(Notify - Neighborhood? 300 feet ? 500 feet ?)
· Paul/Guide Meridian - John Watts, and Thacker guests, concern over trillium re-zone for industrial land.
· Richard/Alabama – Similar issues as last time.
· Janet/Fairhaven -  Tree and plant sale, good weather, some people appealing design/review of 10 story building (not a neighborhood thing)
· Tom/York – update on the York amendment to the city council (multiple to single)
· Marilyn/Lettered – lots of developers of empty spaces, confusion with Neighbors about law consistency . 
(Surprise of ‘view impact analysis’ by Planning office –- inconsistent criterias ?)
· Puget, new officers, 4 general meetings / year .
· Myron/Silverbeach - term will end on March 31st. (upcoming meeting, no interested people for new board)
· Paul/South - Neighborhood Annual meeting : Apr 26th , 
President’s Report: (7:25 pm) 
1. Forum ‘ 06 – Initiatives, ‘fishbowl’ summary
(4 hour, covered first two initiatives of Forum’06 proposal, another meeting is planned)
2. New Planning Director overview of process and finalist - Tim Stewart

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: (7:40 pm) 

Reminders:
1. ASAP Submit ABN Membership Forms, , $25 Assessment for 2006 ?
2. Update/Review ABN Contact List (some with  no updates or review for > 90 days?)
3. Website,  aobn.org also available for Neighborhoods to use for own site.
4. Mailing list:  abn-list@googlegroups.com & abn-reps (still in development)
5. Aliases available:   (anything)@aobn.org for email forwards .

New Business: (7:55 pm)
1. NPUP Update, & Resources - http://aobn.org/index.php?title=NPUP
(Tom (et. al) further explains York experience with update process and documentation)
2. 8:24 pm, Discussion of Growth Issues - Larry Howowitz, discussion facilitator
· RCW 36.70A.070,  “Each comprehensive plan shall include a plan, scheme, or design for each of the following: . . a housing element ensuring the vitality and character of established residential neighborhoods.”
· (Handout / Attachment:  “ ABN discussion of Growth Issues / March 28th 2006 ” )
· Question: Rate of Bellingham growth . . . a shared ABN issue?
Solicitation of Agenda Topics for March Meeting: (5 Minutes) [postponed to next meeting]
1. Discussion of Growth Issues - Larry Howowitz, discussion facilitator 
2. Discussion of the ABN’s Purpose and How Best to Achieve It 
( Future topics / issues list: http://aobn.org/index.php?title=Future_Topics  )
3. Whatcom Film Association presentation
4. Green Power – Bellingham Community Challenge
Adjournment:  9:16 pm, next meeting Tuesday, _25 th___ April, 2006

Iain Davidson


ABN Secretary 2006

Attachments:


Further notes from Discussion of Growth Issues


“ ABN discussion of Growth Issues / March 28th 2006 ” (from Larry H.)

Discussion of Growth Issues - Larry Howowitz, discussion facilitator
· Question: Rate of Bellingham growth . . . a shared ABN ?
· Driven by Target growth 31,061 number vs. how many people can city accommodate?
· COB – City Planners, up zoning parcels (density) expanding UGA (sprawl) ?  
(“Smart growth”, “urbanism”)
· Question: Are we powerless to the GMA ?
· Driven
· Question: How growth number is established?  31, 061 ?   (misleading number?)
· Comes from the County, with Echo Northwest, center of ranges similar.  
· (60,000 in all county, ½ in Bellingham)
· Upcoming opportunity for 2007 to pick a new number
· Numbers -  10 unit /100,000 square feet, 50,000 after wetlands

· house cluster zoning
· Question: Do we need to establish a permanent boundaries for UGA ?
·  Limited by water / sewer and other utilities.
· Question:  Mayor “... we are stuck with 31,061 number . . . “
· False statements
· Impact fees: 
· Schools (60% subsidized), 
· Parks [capital improvements-land] (35% subsidized), 

· Roads (?20%?)
(Taxes pay for teacher, not on-going expenses)

· Impact fees should pay 100% of cost of schools.
· Parks expectation (35.6 acres per parcel)

· Note: County, 2006 January, Comp Plan is available on their website. 
(recommendation for reading)

· “The more people move here, the more we can’t afford it”

· “Current development code is a dinosaur”.
Attachment: (soon to arrive)
  “ ABN discussion of Growth Issues / March 28th 2006 ” (from Larry H.)
