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Association of Bellingham Neighborhoods

December 19, 2005

Minutes

I. The meeting was called to order, by 2005 president Richard Maneval at  7:05 pm at Jones-Moles


II. Roll call (see sign-in sheet for names)


	Members present: (confirmed with sign-in sheet)

· Richard Maneval  (2005 ABN pres, Roosevelt)

· Ann McCartney  (2005 ABNsec/tres,Silverbeach)

· Iain Davidson (2006 ABN sec/tres, Whatcom Falls)

· Ralph Thacker (2006 ABN pres, Fairhaven)
Alabama Hill

Doug Bestle

Birchwood

Anne Erickson

Edgemoor

Larry Horowitz

Fairhaven

Lori Wilkinson
Happy Valley
John Hymas

Puget

Ann McCartney

Roosevelt

David Dopps

Silverbeach

Myron Wlaznak

South

Steve Wilson

South Hill

Donna Auer

Whatcom Falls

Iain Davidson

York

Tom Scott - Anne Mackie

· 
	Guests

· Mike Mcauley (Forum'06 Task force, Lettered MNAC rep)

· Iain Davidson (Forum'06 Task force)

· Ralph Thacker (Forum'06 Task force)

· Tari Adams ( Search for Planning Dir.)


III. Introduction of guests

1. Forum'06 taskforce, members.


IV. The agenda review and previous minutes approved.

1. Agenda adopted and the minutes for November 21, 2005 were approved as amended.


V. Scheduled agenda items are below


SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT
(See attachment below.)
· ABN Website paid for 3-months

· 3 neighborhoods, not paid, recommendations removed from ABN group

· Recommend Audit committee: to review past statements (query for volunteers: Steve, Iain, Ralph)

· Meet w/Ralph, 

· WECU bank account,  Richard’s SS #, Ralph SS#, ABN inc Tax#, Change.

· Address, Richard address -> ? (PO Box?) Larry

· Budget Presentation in future meeting... (January ?)

MOTION:  Ann McCartney (Richard 2nd): A letter be written with a follow-up call to Cornwall Park, Columbia, and Sunnyland to inform them that they have been placed on non-voting status because of non-payment of the ABN assessment.  


FRIENDLY AMENDMENT: Ralph will also contact neighborhoods and encourage attendance.



MOTION PASSED.  (VOTE: Yes: unanimously, No: 0, Abstain: 0)  


NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTS 

· Puget:  PNA is concerned that ABN also focus on the other purposes of ABN along with advocacy
(Note: Ann / Ralph, reminder of focus balance between advocacy and ABN goals)

· Happy Valley (John, Park Board), Neighborhood street tree planting, 

· Park Board still working on combining Greenways Levy -> proposal to city council

· South, Resolution...  advocate city council Greenways levy priorities in acquisition
· Birchwood – rash of car and house burglaries

· Others passed/nothing to report.....

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

· STED, putting together workshop in Feb / (Not 1 st or 2 nd week)

· Comments from WWU/Communication civil discourse class, surprising 

· Jim Diers, (son Jeff, lives in Happy Valley), 

· Continue discussion group

· Broader training / orientation opportunities?

PLANNING DIRECTOR SEARCH

After describing the COB search and vetting process, Tari Adam, consultant hired by city,  led the group in a discussion of the characteristics desired in a planning director

Discussed other Planning Director search details

· Search company, vetting of process.

· Major projects soon in future?

· What characteristics for candidates?

· Perspective of importance, working together on issues (P.R. skills)  

· Hold values of the Bellingham Community [Not place their own value system on us]

· Familiar with Scale of town size [ small vs large, experience with town our size]

· Al Hart (County) understands peoples needs, avoid ‘victimized statements’

· Experience and trained, educated well, sees the challenges of Bellingham,  inter-relations scope and learning.

· More familiar with community designs, environmental background, sustainability.

· Focused on/understanding, public empowerment, recognize that public input and output/result, should be focused on public involvement.

· Regular visitor of the neighborhoods, meet with people living in the neighborhoods.

· Gather information and learn about the community, hear alternatives, listen to options and needs of people.

· Big picture thinker, stream lining process and office, Environmental background.

· Listen and adapt to ideas and rules, help neighborhoods understand.

· Puts community in ‘Community Development’, Individual recognition.

· New person, knows the GMA... knows the details.  How growth should occur?

· Critical Areas Ordinance, county vs. city, 

· Jim Diers book,  more resources for community development.  (for the residents of Bellingham)

· Ready/energetic, about doing the planning director position, hitting the ground running

· Understand economic issues, Develop a economic model, do the first things first....

· Planning department re-structured?  Permit department better managed?

· Comprehension plan, missing economic plans

· Able to understand/handle political environment dynamic.

· Major had a similar outlook to the community.

· Values aesthetics and beauty and eclectic appreciative of community.

FORUM 06  TASKFORCE UPDATE

Tris Shirley, Iain Davidson, Ralph Thacker, and Michael Mcauley . . . 

reported on the process and action of the Forum 06 Taskforce..

· Process for Comprehensive plans (MNAC)

· Process for Neighborhood plans (ABN)

· New office to help oversee plan updates.

· Matching the Neighborhood plans to comp plans.

· “Getting into smart growth” book

· Planning Department or not, doing plans ?  (Most people agreed no)

· Approach for addendum, vs. GMAC state regulations

· Is there a goal/ending point for the taskforce ?

MOTION:   Richard (Tom Scott 2nd) Move for ABN to recommend disillusion of  Forum’06 - Taskforce to move recommendations and issues to MNAC.


FRIENDLY ADMENTMENT: Use ABN/MNAC as a resource for updating process.  Taskforce to concentrate on original visioning process.


MOTION PASSED.  (VOTE: Voters: 12, YES: 10, NO: 2: Ralph, Donna Auer, Abstain: 0



(10/12 YES is majority)

REQUEST TO CHANGE MEETING DATE AND PLACE

· Council members can attend, Less conflict with other meetings.

· Earlier in the month, so Neighborhood Associations can act before next meeting.

MOTION:  Ralph (Donna 2nd): Move ABN regular meeting to 2 nd Tuesday of month.
MOTION PASSED.  (VOTE: Yes: 11, No: 0, Abstain: 1 )

MOTION: Ralph (? 2 nd) Move meeting location  ->  Major’s board room ?
  
MOTION POSTPONED (After discussion, need time to look at options, i. e. library?)

CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE/SHORELINE MASTER PLAN

Larry Horowitz reported on concerns about last minute permitting, and would like to see a moratorium on new permits and critical areas added to CAO.  

· Like to encourage ABN members to talk with council members about last minute permitting

· Concern about last-minute permits ‘date as submitted’ before laws are updated.

· Moritorem, on new permits before new laws are implicated.

· Would like 7-10 specific critical areas added to CAO.  (of  28 recommendations)

· Taskforce forum to address advise on Critical Areas.


PUBLIC NOTICE OF BAY VIEW TOWER HEARINGS


Myron Wlaznak announced the meeting on December 29 at 7 pm in the downtown library on the neighborhood  impact of 20 story tower proposed for 1217 State St.

· Notice of 20 tower on 1217 N. State St,  will@bayviewtower.net

· 12/29 @ 7 pm, “no impact neighborhood”, Loc: Library downtown


POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


· Budget ?  Small simple grant ? (TODO: Iain)

· Review UGA numbers/descriptions,  (i.e. Smith / Larabaree spring  (incorrect numbers?))
· Neighborhood Contacts/review 

· Greenways levy resolution, big as levy as we can get, 10 – 15 years,  

· Other topics?
Next month meeting:

 (2 nd Tuesday, location MTG)

The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 pm.

Iain Davidson, 

ABN Secretary

Amended  and Approved at 2005 01 10 and 2006 02 28 meeting.

Tresaurer Secertary Attachment
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ASSOCIATION OF BELLINGHAM NEIGHBORHOODS
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

December 19, 2005

1.  The bank balance as of November 21 , 2005

$205.34


      Assessments Paid 




$  90.00


Whatcom Falls  $30.00 for 2005


York $60.00 $30.00 for 2005; $30.00 for 2006


     Payments


Tom Sparks (website maintenance)

$  75.00


Ann McCartney



$  49.00


MarkeTrend (Website Dec, Jan, Feb)

$  44.82

Balance in account as of December 19, 2005

$126.52

2.  Three associations have not paid their assessment for 2005:  Columbia, Sunnyland, Cornwall Park.  

MOTION:  The ABN Treasurer moves the ABN Standing Rule 1 be amended to remove the names of Columbia Neighborhood Association, Sunnyland Neighborhood Association, and Cornwall Park Neighborhood Association as ABN members.

3.  I request that the president, as required in Standing Rule 4.4, appoint an audit committee of two people to review  the financial records and present a report at the January meeting.

4.  Switchover to new Secretary/Treasurer.  I will be meeting with Iain Davidson before the next meeting to complete the transfer of records.  There are a couple of issues that need to be decided:

The Bank account is at the WECU and since ABN does not have a tax ID number, the account has been under Richard Maneval’s Social Security number for tax reporting purposes.   There seem to be three possible choices:

Close the present account and open another under the new president’s SS # with Ralph and Iain as signers.

Get the ABN incorporated and obtain a tax ID #.

Change banks so that ABN has a regular checking account.

The address of the ABN has been Richard Maneval’s.  Besides no longer being president, he has moved from that address.  I would recommend that the ABN get a post office box (cost about $35.00 a year).


5.  Budget for 2006.  According to Standing Rule 4.2, the outgoing and incoming treasurers will prepare a budget for presentation at the January meeting.

6.  Member Assessment.  The new Treasurer will recommend an assessment amount at the January meeting.  Perhaps we should briefly discuss this tonight to give him some things to consider.    (And York Neighborhood Association get the award for being the first association to pay a 2006 assessment!) 

